
Driving In A Winter Wonderland
November is here, and we all know that means winter
weather driving is just around the corner.

With the holidays approaching, now is the perfect time
to plan for weather conditions that could affect our trips
over the river and through the woods or just heading out
to some shopping.

One of the first things we can do is make sure our
vehicle is ready for those snowy or icy roads:

Are your tires properly inflated? Cooler weather means you may need to add some
air to your tires to maintain optimal contact with the road

How do your wipers look? Have they seen better days? Now's a great time to
replace them so they can effectively wipe away snow, slush, or rain when needed

Check those antifreeze levels! There's nothing worse than trying to jump into your
car and head out, only to find it frozen and unable to start

How's your battery? If it's getting old, now is a great time to replace it

Do you tend to wait until your fuel is almost empty before filling up? During cold
weather, it's important to always have at least half a tank of fuel in case you're
involved in a slide-off or get stuck in the snow and need to keep warm until help
arrives

Keep a winter safety kit in your vehicle at all times.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tj37Li93-RY
https://hospitality.ku.edu/transportation-safety
https://ksrides.org/
http://ktsro.org
https://ike.ksdot.gov/drive-to-zero
http://www.ksdot.org
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=48b14d1d-7362-4e3f-9264-849992ea9ce3


Before heading out into winter weather, be sure to check conditions at KanDrive.gov or on
the KanDrive app for real-time road and weather information. Plan your route ahead of
time and let someone know your destination and how you plan to get there. And don't
forget to completely clear snow and ice from your car so you can see out of all your
windows. When your vehicle is thoroughly scraped, you also help prevent snow and or ice
moving from your vehicle and impeding another driver's vision or causing damage to their
vehicle.

Now it's time to head out onto the road! Slow down to give yourself a better chance of
stopping safely when needed. Accelerate and brake gently to avoid skidding. Turn on your
headlights so others can see you (if you have automatic lights, you may need to manually
turn them on), and stay focused on the task of driving. Distracted driving is never a safe
option, but it's even more dangerous during winter weather.

If you follow all of these guidelines, you'll be setting yourself up for successful winter
driving—so you can make it to your destinations and enjoy all the fun of the holiday
season with family and friends, instead of ending up in a hospital or at home with an injury.

More on Driving in Bad Weather

http://kandrive.gov
https://www.ktsro.org/bad-weather


Safer Roads: Kansas VRUSA Tool is National
Finalist-Need Your Vote!

KDOT’s Vulnerable Road User Safety Assessment Tool (VRUSA Tool) is a Top 12 finalist
in AASHTO’s America’s Transportation Awards!

Online voting is underway at americastransportationawards.org and continues
through 11:59 p.m. ET on Monday, Nov. 17. Individuals can cast one vote per day
per project.
 
Selected from 113 nominations by 35 state DOTs, the Top 12 finalists will now compete for
the Grand Prize and the People’s Choice Award, each offering a $10,000 cash award for a
charity or transportation-related scholarship of their choice. The Grand Prize will be
decided by an independent panel of transportation experts, while the People’s Choice
Award will be determined by online voting, weighted by state population.
 
Check out the VRUSA tool and zoom in to your community to see where pedestrians or
cyclists may be present and possible safety risks: Kansas Vulnerable Road User Safety
Assessment Tool. Then remember to vote daily to make KDOT’s VRUSA Tool the
people’s choice!

Nominate Safe Driving Hero or People Saving
People Candidates

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faqgc9dkab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001vyQ722nlAtdYudfpPuprHrWMS6nqpLmZ2WUjtII3RYo4LjpNCYJGLmZ5q2VbWkoHOv3GfMUsmKdnfNRfNqHyBCLVX6Mmr7o6L0u47uSNPuOGyFeoQBU9Cblpyyooil1mcsuyr5YgnW8bkJoHPQMeV0E3zQ3IW00LB2I1miENLjfLprYmFpXHm4zDdGO1IhnNkQZxG8WxvB4t3lPC8du0KYxxRawIxsALwrxrT_ncQdow0d6DFUI_2Xk6MSYTOE-b-5VR8sOu5d_vk5k6-RGcNR4UF6zK5Z0TQyZhKe-yW8xrZk0-e7zF-esE2sne9V_6_yXpdSiHcSGVAcXxFrkgdKSAJ78I4SdDuDl4nX0JKVvw19B4Sk1IOXviS_8AM1Pm5IgUESW1EFI1Bo0kaiQBI_Vp8N7DTn2fPvbu5sCCH8zOeVtO80-BicLh021Q2pL_Oys9ua6Omv8UhIOqTC8cCzHrtiMCd7oTxHpXDGoukYISfiADXou401DJah1aOGVnVXWWQQczNINQ2pUIyh8pX3sp2NWm_imQj7TC9q08_K0tIvbj1VZ8twyoLsldfkFyYNwUYSdnP76Te8VrA-BXePZH0uP6tEoHiNHsfWVRKYdskxNz-VU52DB1sh5ZPLqXMJ-Y-tOfC3G9uP6DdTCKIRvyCWTQpUWRs2ZNpg3PBbU5hqSPC6MDZj6GGf7T7GIzSJIqP-ggxSdUp2sM9g3vUsiNsbgpf2-CK_zdYYcmHWkd-B6guHhOjCLjrsDPhuDbeoW3zD3pZ2TIDFp6DDhqHQ%3D%3D%26c%3Dtc80Ybd3ebVaZsVm_1VF95kp1GL6VXxeKcPh9ZOImhqw3KtqHoq8QA%3D%3D%26ch%3DKVKKPju0DsiXt8v4jg43lpJhaSo3tWbel01vDoPbFc7eEtPxCTmP2Q%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cpmiddleton%40dccca.org%7C7e4f3c63a3e94112a58408de1302f546%7Ca8cf159a3bcf44e9a9de21b3f8747bea%7C0%7C0%7C638969100613732356%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qv4rCOtMSqdUk5oOKk6hef%2B%2BhWPwuRBVhuSSO%2BduuQc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faqgc9dkab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001vyQ722nlAtdYudfpPuprHrWMS6nqpLmZ2WUjtII3RYo4LjpNCYJGLmZ5q2VbWkoHjit9k7EfCU_MUjG6LDs_xaxyXqZV8aJIBt0EDdeb9syGpaeZIn8W8hflly0XgDzhT9Wnc0d-3MBoBnMXfLIhr1irULC3Lvh7SRtq1-meO09ONTF3QGSlj7tEIvaPrSnub9xsaFf3WBYmOqHjRB90yHmzplcPxWoI1dDtSDZWpFeKJJ0qfvVBuJkJMVN8akh1QzIU8y35vAnLz2VTMEzc7zvctMPB0fgX9LHci45Iv537scgGZlXyyQEYx3Qa1c3fb7ct-M409MbmQ1A3bKVnY4I7tOCKZqrTgaNDZS21_J0ohFqELlEdm8Wh71MfT-4xhoyDVn7BQvbaT9gASDOlIHR1yYo_1KscWveuew_ayP4CaACoXzX7tinHzyEYPbJl8GjyIvEtOnMM2NY5Rf_fPqp_C1rJbE2rltbIqvU3HPGpOBRZPOUMtQuIU6ZRShEdQpklo13nMfxGnJMvEZ1NDg5ugHViua-SUPzaRu-3z6OaRQ4omr4YvrKaRqLJRYaGkgs8qToklXDeAPUJ3pAEK4s49j-qboc_3PKJX8CR1OrppsS3KNsIcMnNpuMBsjlCW0kOAoRhKUmKt3X0Hssd17sTxLJZt2tm8A7YOOs_nerusrVy0jsFc7aPGhVwdf01Gw5HI83cz9zsdIezKM7x9jlGsXamjDO1wEONcW7DEtB9y7aryEQv0JNo1z6VVv2B8UUZuymw3dXWGlzw21Euakg3u-RER-dU8rOid9xDW4zStz5ZDS6nQQ%3D%3D%26c%3Dtc80Ybd3ebVaZsVm_1VF95kp1GL6VXxeKcPh9ZOImhqw3KtqHoq8QA%3D%3D%26ch%3DKVKKPju0DsiXt8v4jg43lpJhaSo3tWbel01vDoPbFc7eEtPxCTmP2Q%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cpmiddleton%40dccca.org%7C7e4f3c63a3e94112a58408de1302f546%7Ca8cf159a3bcf44e9a9de21b3f8747bea%7C0%7C0%7C638969100613758336%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nhCwwqESG9I7Wq%2FYg7NByuhPi6UJ%2BLF3qPopcbAnVw4%3D&reserved=0


The 31st annual KDOT Transportation Safety Conference
will be held April 21-22, 2026, in Manhattan, KS.

The Kansas Transportation Safety Awards
are presented annually to safety advocates
who have made outstanding contributions to
the improvement of transportation safety in
Kansas.

The People Saving People Award
highlights the impressive efforts and
achievements of a person or
organization that has a positive effect
on transportation safety behavior in
Kansas.
The Hero Award recognizes an
individual who risked their life for someone else when they happen upon a crash, or
while trying to prevent the likelihood of a crash.

Deadline to submit nominations is January 30, 2026.
Additional information and nomination forms can be found at https://www.ktsro.org/tsc. 

Kansas Transportation Safety Conference
and Awards Information

Let Us Help You
The Kansas Traffic Safety

Resource Office offers FREE
traffic safety brochures,

posters, flyers, and giveaway
items.

​We can bring FREE safe
driving programs to your

community organizations or
workplaces.

Visit Our Website - ktsro.org

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ktsro.org%2Ftsc&data=05%7C02%7Cpmiddleton%40dccca.org%7C65fe41b062d4428da31d08de1ae9d287%7Ca8cf159a3bcf44e9a9de21b3f8747bea%7C0%7C0%7C638977788834475271%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZaqlYbIG3pBQWSLqGZt%2FAyR0cDu7%2FcbstoXFZRdfllg%3D&reserved=0
http://ktsro.org/tsc
http://ktsro.org/order-forms


 
Drive Better ICT -

English

Drive Better ICT -
Spanish

Drive Better KC -
English

Drive Better KC -
Spanish

 

 
Drive Better KS -

English

Drive Better KS -
Spanish

Kansas Rides
Kansas Public
Transportation

Kansas Rides is for Kansas Public Transportation across the entire state of Kansas.
Find information about public transportation in all 105 Kansas counties.

Read
More

https://www.ktsro.org/drive-better-ict
https://www.ktsro.org/drive-better-ict-spanish
https://www.ktsro.org/drive-better-kc
https://www.ktsro.org/drive-better-kc-spanish
https://www.ktsro.org/drive-better-kansas
https://www.ktsro.org/drive-better-kansas-spanish
https://ksrides.org/


List of Drivers Education Schools in Kansas

National Safety Council Online Defensive Driving Courses

 

   

Follow Drive Safe Kansas on social media
                        

Subscribe to Our Newsletters

Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C1-e61NGdywABqnj6ATDoBlmmMAj_a0h/view?usp=sharing%C2%A0
https://www.nsc.org/safety-training/defensive-driving/nsc-defensive-driving-courses/online-defensive-driving-courses?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DDC 902313&utm_content=
https://www.facebook.com/drivesafekansas
https://twitter.com/drivesafekansas
https://instagram.com/drivesafekansas
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcAY8RmD5xoXMLBYLidszTQ
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQG7wgjGW9sbHQmEBZIVUgNQyNMzgxHCmIr3Fi6ErWdkrNmA/viewform


ktsro.org | 800-416-2522 | ktsro@dccca.org
This material was prepared by the Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office under contract with the
Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT). Views expressed in this material do not
necessarily reflect the official views or policy of KDOT and any reference to a specific product or
entity herein does not constitute endorsement of that product or entity by KDOT.

Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office | 1207 SW Executive Dr, Suite B | Topeka, KS 66615 US
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http://ktsro.org
mailto:ktsro@dccca.org
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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