Look Before You Lock
The leading cause of non-crash, vehicle-related fatalities
for children 14 and younger is completely preventable.
In 2021, pediatric vehicular heatstroke claimed the lives of 23 children in the United
States. These were kids who either gained unsupervised access to a vehicle or were
forgotten or knowingly left by a caregiver. In 2020, there were 25 child victims of vehicular
heatstroke, down from 53 per year in 2018 and 2019. This decrease in the number of
children dying in hot cars is possibly due to the COVID-19 pandemic and changes in
families’ routines. While a downward trend is encouraging, we can’t accept any child
heatstroke deaths per year.

Here are the key facts:
• In 2021, 23 children died due to pediatric vehicular heatstroke. Their ages ranged from 5
months to 11 years old, but more than half were under the age of 2.
• In 2020, 25 children died of pediatric vehicular heatstroke.
• From 1998 to the present, a total of 906 children have died due to pediatric vehicular
heatstroke. Of the 906 children who died:
- 52.7% were forgotten by a caregiver;
- 25.8% gained access on their own;
- 20.1% were knowingly left by a caregiver; and
- 1.4% died under unknown circumstances.

How does this happen?
• No one thinks they could forget a child in their vehicle, but that’s exactly how many of
these tragedies happen: a parent or caregiver accidentally leaves a child in a hot car. In
approximately half of these “forgotten” child deaths, the child was being taken to
childcare/preschool. Whether the child was sleeping, and the parent or caregiver forgot
that the child was in the car, or the parent was distracted or off their normal routine (i.e., a
different parent or caregiver normally drives the child)—these tragic moments of
forgetfulness can and do happen. The best way to avoid this deadly mistake is to get in
the habit of checking the back seat every time you leave your vehicle. Look before you
lock. You could save a life.
• The second-most common way children find themselves in hot cars is by climbing into a
vehicle unsupervised. A child, especially a young toddler, might climb into a vehicle to find
a toy, to hide or just explore, unaware that they could become trapped inside. If the
vehicle’s child locks are on, they won’t be able to get out. That’s why it’s important to teach
children that cars are not places to play. Keep your vehicles locked and keys out of a
child’s reach.
• In some cases, tragically, parents or caregivers have knowingly left children in vehicles,
not considering the dangers of a hot car or realizing how quickly a vehicle can heat up to
deadly temperatures. Never leave a child in a vehicle alone, not even for a minute.

A child’s body temperature
• It’s important to know that a child’s body temperature rises three to five times faster than
an adult’s.
• Heatstroke begins when the core body temperature reaches approximately 104 degrees
and the thermoregulatory system is overwhelmed. A core temperature of approximately
107 degrees is lethal.
• Children are at a higher risk than adults of dying from heatstroke in a hot vehicle,
especially when they are too young to alert others for help.
• In 10 minutes, a car can heat up by 20 degrees. Cracking the windows open does not
keep a vehicle cool—this can be a deadly mistake.

• Heatstroke fatalities have occurred even in vehicles parked in shaded areas and when
the outside air temperatures were below 80 degrees Fahrenheit.

It can happen to anyone
• In 52.6% of cases, the child was forgotten by the parent or caregiver.
• In 25.9% of cases, children got into the vehicles on their own.
• The children most at risk are those under 1 year old, making up 31% of heatstroke
deaths.

Remember these three things:
• NEVER leave a child in a vehicle unattended.
• Make it a habit to look in the back seat EVERY time you exit the car.
• ALWAYS lock the car and put the keys out of reach.

Click here for more child safety tips

Teen Driver Laws
Our new graphics guide you through the details
of graduated driver's license laws in Kansas.

B.R.A.K.E.S. is Coming to Kansas!

THE B.R.A.K.E.S. STORY—Dedicated to Saving Young Lives

When NHRA drag racing star Doug Herbert lost his two young sons, Jon and
James, in a tragic car crash in January of 2008, his grief led to his resolve to
create a driving program which would help to prevent other families from
experiencing similar heartbreak by teaching young drivers more conscientious
and confident skills behind the wheel.
Thousands of teenagers lose their lives each year across the country in traffic
collisions. This staggering number of fatalities can be reduced through the
efforts of B.R.A.K.E.S. and its Teen Pro-Active Driving Curriculum.

07/23/22 to 07/24/22 @ Kansas Speedway, Kansas City, KS
Registration opens June 14, 2022
07/30/22 to 07/31/22 @ Stormont Vail Events Center, Topeka, KS
Registration opens June 21, 2022

Click here for more on teen driving
Traffic Safety News and Notes

After 5 cars blow through school bus stop sign, KHP...
TOPEKA, Kan. (WIBW) - The Kansas Highway Patrol has reminded Topekans of
Kansas traffic laws which require cars to stop for school buses - on both sides of
the street - after about five cars were seen blowing through a bus's stop sign.
Read more
www.wibw.com

'Drive like your mom;' Troopers warn ahead of safety...
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration launched a campaign that
involves five states in the Midwest. Troopers from Kansas, Missouri, Iowa,
Nebraska, and Arkansas are involved in the "Slow Down, Move Over" campaign
over Mother's Day...
Read more
www.ksn.com

Road rage is up. How to deal with an angry driver - even ...
Placeholder while article actions load Last year was the worst on record for road
rage shootings in the United States, according to data released by Everytown for
Gun Safety, which found that more than 500 people were shot and wounded or
killed...
Read more
www.washingtonpost.com

We Help Employers Save Money and Lives!

The Kansas Traffic Safety Resource
Office offers you FREE traffic safety
brochures, posters, flyers, and
giveaway items.

PLUS, our website gives you
information on traffic safety topics like
teen drivers, distracted driving, drunk
driving, motorcycle safety, and more!

Did you know we can bring
FREE safe driving
programs to your
community, organization,
or workplace?
With CarFit, we help
people adjust their vehicle
to be as safe and
comfortable as possible.

Visit Our Website - ktsro.org

KC Metro Employer?

CLICK HERE To Download
Drive Better KC Materials
Traffic Safety On The Job

To be featured in our newsletter, send your social media post to pmiddleton@dccca.org or
tag @DriveSafeKansas when posting it on social media.

Motorcycle Safety

Crash Cost Calculator for Employers
Businesses incur enormous costs
each year from crashes through
loss of productivity, workers’
compensation, medical costs,
substitute labor and higher
insurance premiums. Employers
pay for injuries both on and off the
job, costing companies about $60
billion annually and resulting in
three million lost work days.
Implementing a driver safety program in the workplace can improve your
company's safety culture and reduce the risks faced by your employees and
their families while protecting your company’s bottom line.

NETS Crash Cost Calculator

Make a Difference – Adopt a Highway

Make a difference in your community and help the environment at the same
time – join the Adopt-A-Highway program in Kansas.
Litter is unsightly and unsafe, and it has a negative impact on both residents
and visitors to Kansas. But every section of highway right of way cleaned by
participating groups adds up to many miles of nice-looking roadsides for
everyone to enjoy. This helps to raise awareness on the negative effects of
pollution and the positive aspects of a clean community.
Groups are asked to sign a two-year agreement with the program, and there is
no cost to the group. The Kansas Department of Transportation, which
sponsors the program, provides each group safety training, trash bags and
orange vests. Groups have clean-ups three times a year at their convenience
and are recognized for their efforts with signs marking their sections of
highway.
Adopt-A-Highway groups are gearing up for the annual Clean Up Kansas
Campaign, which takes place during the month of April. All Adopt-A-Highway
groups are encouraged but not required to participate in the statewide event.
Any non-profit group that does not discriminate upon the basis of race, religion
or gender can join. Members must be at least 11 years old and have adequate
adult supervision. For more information, contact the KDOT office in your area
(listed below).

To adopt a section of highway, call the KDOT phone numbers
listed below and ask for the Adopt-A-Highway coordinator
in the KDOT office closest to you.
Northeast Kansas
Topeka, (785) 296-2291
Bonner Springs, (913) 942-3040
Olathe, (913) 942-3100

North Central Kansas
Salina, (785) 823-3754

Northwest Kansas
Norton, (785) 877-3315

Southeast Kansas
Chanute, (620) 902-6400

South Central Kansas
Hutchinson, (620) 860-7400

Wichita, (316) 744-1271

Southwest Kansas
Garden City, (620) 765-7074

Traffic Safety Events

May 1-31
Motorcycle
Safety
Awareness
Month
 ay 1-31
M
National
Youth Traffic
Safety
Month
May 6-8
Slow Down.
Move Over.
Campaign
May 22-June
4
Click It. Or
Ticket.
Campaign

What can KTSRO do for you?

If you're looking for traffic
safety education ideas,
materials, presentations, etc.,
contact us at
ktsro@dccca.org!
Call 800-416-2522 for more
information and resources!

Follow Drive Safe Kansas on social media!
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