
Behind the Wheel in Winter Weather

Winter weather in Kansas can range from pleasant days to knee-deep snow and howling
winds. Encourage your employees to prepare for whatever road conditions they may
encounter. And while promptness is valued, remind them their safety is the first priority
and they should always clear their windshields and windows, buckle up, and slow down on
snowy, icy, or wet roads.

Here are some safety tips you can pass along to your coworkers:

Driving in Winter Conditions
• Drive slowly. It’s harder to control or stop your vehicle on a slick or snow-covered
surface. On the road, increase your following distance enough so that you’ll have
plenty of time to stop for vehicles ahead of you.
• Know whether your vehicle has an antilock brake system and learn how to use
it properly. Antilock brake systems prevent your wheels from locking up during
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braking. If you have antilock brakes, apply firm, continuous pressure to the brake
pedal. If you don’t have antilock brakes, you may need to pump your brakes if you
feel your wheels starting to lock up.

Navigating Around Snow Plows
• Don’t crowd a snow plow or travel beside it. Snow plows travel slowly, make wide
turns, stop often, overlap lanes, and exit the road frequently.
• The road behind an active snow plow is safer to drive on. If you find yourself
behind a snow plow, stay behind it or use caution when passing.
• When you are driving behind a snow plow, don’t follow or stop too closely. A snow
plow operator’s field-of-vision is limited; if you can’t see the mirrors, the driver
can’t see you. Also, materials used to de-ice the road could hit your vehicle.
• Snow plows can throw up a cloud of snow that can reduce your visibility to zero
in less time than you can react. Never drive into a snow cloud – it can conceal
vehicles or hazards.



Stock Your Vehicle
Carry items in your vehicle to handle common winter driving-related tasks, such as
cleaning off your windshield, as well as any supplies you might need in an emergency.
Keep the following in your vehicle:
• Snow shovel, broom, and ice scraper.
• Abrasive material such as sand or kitty litter, in case your vehicle gets stuck in
the snow.
• Jumper cables, flashlight, and warning devices such as flares and emergency markers.
• Blankets for protection from the cold.
• A cell phone with charger, water, food, and any necessary medicine (for longer trips or
when driving in lightly populated areas).

Other Workplace Activities

Form a "Scraper Squad" of volunteers to assist employees in clearing off their
windshields, windows, headlights, and taillights before leaving your parking lot for
the day.



Create a culture of safety and respect by allowing employees to arrive a few
minutes late without fear of recrimination when bad weather affects their commute.

Invite local law enforcement officers to speak with employees about the best
strategies to stay safe while driving in winter weather.

Click Here To Learn More

Traffic Safety Tips - Listen Up!

KanDrive App Available

https://www.ktsro.org/bad-weather


The Kansas Department of Transportation’s KanDrive website is now available to
download as an App on Android and iOS phones.

KanDrive provides travelers with timely details on maintenance and construction activities,
winter highway conditions, flooded roadways, incidents and crashes affecting traffic.

The new app includes all account features on the KanDrive website. It offers real time,
high-quality streaming of camera views across the state. The truckers’ mode for
commercial vehicle operators is still an option and now announces rest stop parking
availability. The app also has a hands-free/eye-free feature that announces upcoming
traffic events while traveling. Just tap the Tell Me sound icon in the top right corner to get
announcements of upcoming events (feature requires location sharing).

Traffic Safety News

Dust, high winds, cause crash killing one in Kansas

SHERIDAN COUNTY, Kan. (KSNW) - A Selden, Kansas man is dead after blowing dust
and high winds caused a multi-vehicle crash on Friday. The Kansas Highway Patrol (KHP)
said a Nebraska man was stopped in the road west of Kansas Highway 23. Brenton
Phillips, 63, of Selden, stopped behind him.

Read More

https://fox4kc.com/news/dust-high-winds-cause-crash-killing-one-in-sheridan-county/


Here are common driving and parking mistakes that could cost you on
Wichita roads

Wichita police continue to crack down on bad drivers, issuing thousands of tickets each
year for motorists who don't follow traffic and parking laws. Last year, employees of the
city of Wichita wrote more than 35,000 tickets for moving, non-moving and parking
violations ranging from speeding and driving under the influence to texting while driving
and not buckling up.

Read More

See who got traffic and parking tickets in Wichita KS with this searchable
database

Every year, The Eagle analyzes traffic ticket data from the city of Wichita and publishes it
in a database that you can search. You can browse cases from last year, the most recent
full year of data available, below.

https://www.kansas.com/article269351832.html


Read More

We Help Employers Save Money and Lives!
The Kansas Traffic Safety Resource
Office offers you FREE traffic safety

brochures, posters, flyers, and
giveaway items.

PLUS, our website gives you
information on traffic safety topics like
teen drivers, distracted driving, drunk
driving, motorcycle safety, and more!

Did you know we
can bring FREE safe

driving programs
directly to your

community
organization or

workplace?

From car seats to how getting older affects your driving, we
provide help and advice for on how to stay safe on the roads.

Visit Our Website - ktsro.org

https://www.kansas.com/news/local/crime/article269327597.html
http://ktsro.org/order-forms
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Traffic Safety On The Job
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If driving is part of your job, it's your responsibility to make
safety a priority to protect yourself and those around you.

To be featured in our newsletter, send your social media post to pmiddleton@dccca.org or
tag @DriveSafeKansas when posting it on social media.

Employer-Based Driver Safety Programs

Employer-Based Driver Safety Programs

The TRB Behavioral Traffic Safety Cooperative Research Program's BTSCRP



WebResource 1: Employer-Based Driver Safety Programs is based on an assessment of
what elements in employer-based traffic safety programs and other behavior change
programs are likely to change driver behavior and workplace safety culture.

Read More

Online Defensive Driving Courses - National Safety Council

NSC Defensive Driving Online Courses deliver the most relevant, leading-edge content to
motivate and educate employees to be safe, responsible drivers. You can trust NSC to
best train drivers to avoid collisions, crashes, injuries or worse.

Read More

What can KTSRO do for you?

If you're looking for traffic
safety education ideas,

materials, presentations, etc.,

https://www.trb.org/main/blurbs/182886.aspx
https://www.nsc.org/safety-training/defensive-driving/nsc-defensive-driving-courses/online-defensive-driving-courses?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DDC 902313&utm_content=


contact us at
ktsro@dccca.org!

Call 800-416-2522 for more
information and resources!

 

Follow Drive Safe Kansas on social media!
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