
A Buzzed Driver Is a Dangerous Driver

Back to School Means Making Smart Choices

As we head back to school, there is a lot to look forward to. Football games,
school events, time with friends, and getting more freedom behind the wheel
are all part of the experience. But with that freedom comes responsibility. One
of the most important choices you can make is to stay away from impaired
driving.

https://inoneinstant.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/SpeedInfographic_Final.General.-1-27_01.pdf
https://inoneinstant.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/SpeedInfographic_Final.General.-1-27_01.pdf


Most teens know that alcohol can affect a driver's ability to drive safely. But
alcohol is not the only problem. Any substance that affects thinking, focus,
coordination, or reaction time can make driving dangerous. Even a small
amount of alcohol can make it harder to make good decisions and react
quickly.

The risk gets even higher when alcohol is combined with distractions,
nighttime driving, or heavy back-to-school traffic. That's why it's important to
make safe choices before getting behind the wheel.

One of the best things about being a teen driver is having the ability to protect
yourself and your friends. Getting home safely is always more important than
avoiding an awkward conversation or staying at a party a little longer.

If You've Had Alcohol, Remember These 3 Tips:
1. Don't drive. Even if you feel fine, alcohol can affect your judgment and

reaction time.
2. Find a sober ride. Call a parent, trusted adult, older sibling, rideshare

service, or sober friend.
3. Make a plan ahead of time. Before going to a party or event, know how

you'll get home if alcohol is present.

If Your Driver Has Been Drinking, Follow These 3 Tips:
1. Don't get in the vehicle. Saying no can be difficult, but your safety

comes first.
2. Speak up. Suggest calling a parent, another friend, or a rideshare

service for a safe ride.
3. Stay together. Work with your friends to find a safe way home and look

out for one another.

As the school year begins, challenge yourself to be a positive influence.
People respect friends who make smart choices. Speaking up when
something feels unsafe could make a big difference.

Whether you're driving to school, heading to a game, or meeting friends on
the weekend, remember that every trip starts with a decision.

This school year, focus on what matters most: making memories, reaching
your goals, and getting home safely every time. The best drivers aren't just
good at driving. They're willing to make smart choices when it matters most.

 



Traffic Safety Presentations For Your School
The Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office
offers free presentations for new drivers to
educate them about a variety of topics,
including:

Mental Health and Traffic Safety
Defensive Driving
Your Car and the Road
Motorcycle Safety Awareness
Driving For Teens

Request A Traffic Safety Presentation

Get Involved With SAFE

Sign up to be a SAFE school for the 2026-2027
school year!

https://www.ktsro.org/request-a-presentation-or-training
https://www.ktsro.org/safe-agreement-form
https://www.ktsro.org/safe-agreement-form
https://www.ktsro.org/safe-agreement-form
https://www.ktsro.org/safe-agreement-form
https://www.ktsro.org/safe-agreement-form
https://www.ktsro.org/safe-agreement-form


Get the SAFE Student Board Member
Application

http://ktsro.org/safe
http://ktsro.org/safe
https://www.ktsro.org/files/SAFE-Student-Board-Application-26-27-2.pdf
https://www.ktsro.org/files/SAFE-Student-Board-Application-26-27-2.pdf


SAFE DRIVING EVENTS

SAFE SPEAKS! SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION

Students who are in their senior year at a Kansas high school may sign up to
compete in SAFE Speaks on October 7-8, 2026.

Each student who participates in the scholarship competition gives a virtual
presentation 5-7 minutes long on a topic related to driving safely. Multiple
students may speak on the same topic. Visual aids are appreciated, but not
required.

Six winners will be selected by Oct. 12 to receive scholarships and given the
opportunity to share their presentation at the Kansas Teen Transportation
Safety Conference in Wichita, Kansas, on Nov. 10, 2026.

You must sign up by Sept. 30 to participate.

KANSAS TEEN TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
CONFERENCE

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WsCDcokKwobThwGs5DaR_0gj0GMzQDA21aCOQhWfib4/edit?usp=sharing


Booster to Belts Program

Want to teach kids about
booster seat safety AND
earn money in the
process? KTSRO is
offering a $150 speaker
reimbursement
opportunity for schools
and community
organizations who
complete Booster to
Belts. See details HERE.

Sign up to present the FREE Booster to Belts program to Kindergarten-3rd
graders in your community!

https://www.ktsro.org/kansas-teen-transportation-safety-conference
https://www.ktsro.org/kansas-teen-transportation-safety-conference
https://www.ktsro.org/booster-to-belts


20-minute presentation
Share the importance of booster seat safety
Fun AND interactive
Coloring sheets, prizes, and MORE!
Customize the presentation with additional activities like height and
weight checks, Booster Rooster visits, word searches, etc.

More Booster to Belts Info Link

THANK YOU, PARTNERS!
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Stay connected with us through the school
year.

SAFE | 800-416-2522 | safeks@dccca.org | ktsro.org/safe
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