KANSAS TRAFFIC SAFETY
RESOURCE OrFICE

Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving

You have
memories to make.

DON'T DRIVE
IMPAIRED.

KTSRO is encouraging Kansans to take part in a nationwide effort to reduce
impaired driving and promote safer choices behind the wheel. The “Buzzed
Driving Is Drunk Driving” campaign highlights a simple message: if you've
been drinking, don’t drive—and help keep impaired drivers off the road.

Overview
¢ Driving under the influence of alcohol is illegal and can be deadly.
e In most states, it is illegal to drive with a blood alcohol concentration
(BAC) of 0.08 g/dL or higher. In Utah, the legal limit is 0.05 g/dL.
e Even small amounts of alcohol can affect judgment, reaction time, and
coordination.

The Cost of Impaired Driving
e The financial toll of impaired-driving crashes remains significant, with
alcohol-related crashes resulting in an estimated $57 billion in economic
costs.
e Choosing to drink and drive puts everyone at risk, including the driver,
passengers, and others on the road. The consequences can be life-
changing.

Plan Ahead for a Safer Celebration
o Always drive sober. Even one drink can affect your ability to drive safely.
« Plan ahead by designating a sober driver before drinking begins. Waiting
until later can lead to poor decisions.
Use safe alternatives such as a designated driver, taxi, or rideshare to
get home.
If you are the designated driver, take the role seriously and avoid alcohol.
If you see a driver you suspect is impaired, contact local law
enforcement.
If a friend is about to drive after drinking, take their keys and help them
find a safe ride.



KTSRO reminds everyone that making responsible choices helps protect not
only yourself, but everyone sharing the road.

Learn More About The Risks Of Drinking
And Driving

Heatstroke in Vehicles:
What Every Caregiver Should Know

Child heatstroke in vehicles is a
preventable tragedy that often stems In hot cars, kids'’
from everyday routines. The most body temperatures

common scenario involves a parent . 3.5 ti fast
or caregiver unintentionally leaving a rise oS- 'm,es aster
than adults’. =

child in the back seat. Changes in
routine—such as a different drop-off
schedule—can disrupt memory,
especially when a child is quiet or
asleep. Infants under 1 year old are
most at risk in these situations. A
simple habit can make a life-saving
difference: Once you park, stop, look
and lock.

Young children also face danger
when they gain access to a vehicle Ba

on their own. Curious toddlers may n NHTSA
climb inside to play or hide, then
become trapped—especially if child locks are engaged. Teaching children that
vehicles are not play areas and keeping keys and fobs out of reach are critical
steps.

In some cases, children are left in vehicles intentionally for a short errand,
often because caregivers underestimate how quickly temperatures rise. A
vehicle can heat up by 20 degrees in just 10 minutes, and cracking a window
does little to help. Heatstroke can happen even on mild days or in shaded
areas. That's why the guidance is firm: never leave a child in a vehicle alone,
not even for a minute.

Children’s bodies heat up three to five times faster than adults, making them
especially vulnerable. Heatstroke begins when body temperature reaches
about 104 degrees and can become fatal around 107 degrees. Warning signs
may include hot or flushed skin, rapid pulse, dizziness, nausea, confusion, or
unusual behavior.

These incidents happen most often in the summer, but they are not limited to
extreme heat. Cases have occurred in temperatures as low as 57 degrees.
Certain days also carry higher risk. Situations involving a child left behind tend
to occur later in the workweek, while cases involving children entering vehicles
on their own are more common on weekends.

Prevention comes down to consistent habits:



https://www.ktsro.org/impaired-driving
https://www.ktsro.org/impaired-driving

. Always check the entire vehicle before walking away, especially the back
seat.

. Keep vehicles locked when not in use.

. Place a personal item, such as a purse, phone, or work bag, in the back
seat as a reminder.

. Some families keep a child’s toy in the front seat and move it when the
child is in the car.

Most importantly, take action if you see a child alone in a vehicle. Call 911
immediately. Acting quickly could save a life.

A few simple steps, practiced every day, can protect children from a danger
that escalates faster than many realize.

Figure 3: Child Hot Car Deaths by Circumstance (1990-2025)

Data Source: Kids and Car Safety as of May 2026, n= 1,172

= Unknowingly Left in Vehicle (54%)
Gained Access to Vehicle on Own (25%)
Knowingly Left in Vehicle (16%)

Other / Circumstances Unknown (5%)
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Want To Keep Kids Safe?

Become a Child Passenger Safety Technician!

Upcoming Child Passenger Safety Technician Certification Classes:

Learn More About Child Passenger Safety
Technician Trainings

Linn County Health Department, Pleasanton, KS


https://www.ktsro.org/cpst-training
https://www.ktsro.org/cpst-training

June 9-11, 2026

KTSRO (Bartlett and West Building), Topeka, KS
July 21-23, 2026

Johnson County Sheriff's Office Training
Facility, Olathe, KS
August 4-6, 2026

Wichita Fire Regional Training Center, Wichita,
KS
October 13-15, 2026

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: l’nlﬂn'lhellllﬂs org  CALL US AT: 704-720-3806 FOR YOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: Volunteer@PutOnTheBRAKES.org
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FREE* ADVANCED DRIVERS TRAINING

TEEN PRO-ACTIVE

DRIVING SCHOOL

Teens will improve skill & confidence behind the o Valid Learners Permit or Drivers License

whee! during this three hour course o 30 hours of driving experience

CarR & Contral  atic St o Must be accompanied by a Parent/Guardian
ar Recovery & Control | Panic Stop o . .
Drop Wheel Recovery | Distraction Driving | Crash Avoidance/Slalom $99 refundable deposit to secure your spot n the class

June 13th & 14th, 2026 | s i Heartland

B:00an.11:008m | 11:30a-230pm | 30pn 600 nsa """ "ARENA
:00am-11:00am | 11:30am-2:30pm | 3:00pm-6:00pm
SUNDAY: 8151 N Hartman Arena Dr

8:00am-11:00am | 12:00pm-3:00pm Park City, KS 67147

Traffic Safety Event Pictures



https://www.ktsro.org/car-seat-check-events
https://putonthebrakes.org/
https://putonthebrakes.org/
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KTSRO was represented by Dana Lovern, Cyndii Callaway, and Booster
Rooster at Safe Kids Day at the Zoo in Topeka.

Syracuse High School's SAFE team gave a Booster to Belts presentation at an
elementary school.
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A Child Passenger Safety Technician class was held in Overland Park.
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Kansas Highway Patrol's Trooper Tiffany talked with children at Midland Trail
Elementary School about the importance of buckling up like Booster Rooster.



A car seat check lane was held in Haysville.
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SRO Coleman from Pottawatomie County Sheriff's Office had a blast at Oliver
Brown Elementary School teaching seatbelt safety with the Booster to Belts

program. A car seat check lane in St. Marys was also held by Safe Kids
Pottawatomie County.


https://www.facebook.com/oliverbrownelementary?__cft__[0]=AZboc7K6Qa0obZle2gdmmul8xxdDOXtbmLgnOdRYa1WcoRf8ekniNClAoQxVbu1FHe_TO-yR18_OqOQzQppxSOTA5vKh8OKJpl0GBUNx9BMlCePZ_yZxi9ifcnbdyz9QfHWnUe-giOCZh2bBAssRDTDjIT9SQkPOGIWQ7JCkdrSjHqH8Td2uGwhhYURlWdGeTBw&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/oliverbrownelementary?__cft__[0]=AZboc7K6Qa0obZle2gdmmul8xxdDOXtbmLgnOdRYa1WcoRf8ekniNClAoQxVbu1FHe_TO-yR18_OqOQzQppxSOTA5vKh8OKJpl0GBUNx9BMlCePZ_yZxi9ifcnbdyz9QfHWnUe-giOCZh2bBAssRDTDjIT9SQkPOGIWQ7JCkdrSjHqH8Td2uGwhhYURlWdGeTBw&__tn__=-]K-R
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A Child Passenger Safety Basics class was taught in Wichita by KTSRO's
Rosa Aranda.



A Child Passenger Safety class was held at the Kansas Law Enforcement
Training Center in Hutchinson.
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