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On Every Kansas Road, Speeding Catches Up
With You

Most of us have felt the temptation
to speed—running late, light traffic,
or simply wanting to get where
we're going faster. But the reality
is speeding is illegal, and it
endangers you, your loved ones,
and everyone else on the road.
While it may seem like the quicker
option, speeding catches up with
you.

Speeding Is a Serious Problem
—Here and Nationwide
Speeding is more than just

breaking the law. It's a form of YOUI' speed, theiflife.

aggressive driving behavior that
reduces your ability to react,
increases stopping distance, and
makes crashes more severe.
Nationally, speeding plays a role in
more than one-quarter of all traffic
fatalities.
Here in Kansas, the impact is just as real:
e In 2024, speed was a factor in about 4,600 crashes statewide
e Those crashes injured nearly 1,500 people and killed 70 people
e Over time, the numbers add up even more: between 2015 and 2024,
speeding in Kansas killed more than 800 people and injured over 21,000
These aren't just statistics. They represent neighbors, coworkers, friends, and
family members.

SPEEDING CATCHES :
BNHTSA “ypwitHyou

Why Speeding Is So Dangerous
Speed limits are not chosen randomly; they’re carefully set to protect everyone
who uses our roads.
When drivers go faster than posted limits or too fast for road conditions, the
risk increases quickly:

* Reduced ability to steer safely around curves, vehicles, or hazards

¢ Less time to respond to sudden changes in traffic

e Greater likelihood of losing control of the vehicle

» More severe impacts, leading to serious or fatal injuries



Even modern vehicle safety technology cannot overcome the physics of
speed.

And speeding isn’t limited to highways. It happens on neighborhood streets,
rural roads, and school zones—places where the consequences can be
especially devastating.

It’'s Not Just About Speed Limits—It’s About Conditions
Driving at the posted limit doesn’t automatically mean you’re driving safely.
Speed must match conditions, including:

o Weather (rain, ice, wind)

e Road construction or maintenance

o Low visibility at night

e Traffic congestion
Driving too fast for conditions can be just as dangerous as exceeding the
speed limit.

Why Drivers Speed
Many drivers don’t think of themselves as “aggressive,” yet still choose to
speed. Common reasons include:

e Running late

« Traffic frustration

¢ Asense of anonymity inside the vehicle

o Disregard for others sharing the road
But no matter the reason, speeding is a choice—and it's a choice with real
consequences.

The Bottom Line

Each mile per hour over the limit increases the risk of a crash and the severity
of its impact. The good news? This is one risk we can control.

Slow down. Stay alert. Make safety your priority. Because in the end, no matter
where you're headed, speeding catches up with you.

Learn More About The Risks Of Speeding

Prep For Your Summer Road Trip
or Daily Commute



https://www.ktsro.org/speeding
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Kansas summers can be unpredictable. One minute you're cruising down the
highway, and the next you're facing extreme heat, sudden storms, or long
stretches of rural road with limited services. That's why keeping emergency
supplies in your vehicle isn't just a good idea—it's a smart, practical step to
protect yourself and your passengers.

Summer Road Hazards in Kansas
Warm weather brings its own set of risks for drivers:
o Extreme heat can lead to overheating engines and quickly become
dangerous if you're stranded without shade or water
 Tire blowouts are more common on hot pavement
¢ Severe storms can bring high winds, heavy rain, and reduced visibility
¢ Rural travel distances mean help may not be close by
Being prepared helps you stay safe and comfortable while waiting for
assistance.

If Your Vehicle Breaks Down, Stay Safe



If you experience a breakdown, follow these simple steps:
e Move your vehicle off the roadway if possible
o Stay with your vehicle—it’s easier for responders to locate
Turn on hazard lights to increase visibility
Call for help and share your location clearly
Conserve your phone battery while waiting
Stay hydrated, especially in extreme heat
Avoid standing near traffic—remain a safe distance from the road

A Simple Step That Makes a Difference

Emergencies can happen when you least expect them, but having the right
supplies and a plan can make all the difference. Preparing your vehicle now
helps protect you, your passengers, and others on the road all summer long.
Take a few minutes today to stock your vehicle—you’ll be glad you did.

Want To Keep Kids Safe?

Become a Child Passenger Safety Technician!

Upcoming Child Passenger Safety Technician Certification Classes:

Learn More About Child Passenger Safety
Technician Trainings

KTSRO (Bartlett and West Building),
Topeka, KS
July 21-23, 2026

Johnson County Sheriff's Office Training
Facility, Olathe, KS
August 4-6, 2026

Wichita Fire Regional Training Center,
Wichita, KS
October 13-15, 2026

Find Upcoming Car Seat Check Events

Traffic Safety in Kansas

2026 Professional Truck Driving Championship

There’s something special about watching the best drivers in the industry do
what they do best—and this June, they return to Mulvane.

Join us June 26-27 at the Kansas Star Casino for the 2026 Professional Truck
Driving Championship, powered by Truck Centers Companies.


https://www.ktsro.org/cpst-training
https://www.ktsro.org/cpst-training
https://www.ktsro.org/car-seat-check-events

This event is both a competition
for professional drivers and a
great experience for attendees
—a showcase of skill, precision,
and pride in the trucking
industry.

For Attendees & Supporters
Come out and spectate on
Saturday—free of charge. It's a
great opportunity to connect,
celebrate safety, and
experience Kansas trucking at
its best.

Traffic Safety Event Pictures



https://putonthebrakes.org/
https://putonthebrakes.org/
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Wichita Riverfest attendees sigh KDOT's pledge wall, agreeing to drive
sober or have a sober driver.
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A car seat check lane was held in Manhattan.



The University of Kansas Medical Center Police Department hosted a
Standardized Field Sobriety Training class jointly provided by the Kansas
Highway Patrol and Johnson County Sheriff’s office. This training keeps
officers up to date with Identifying and stopping unsafe driving caused
by intoxicated individuals behind the wheel.
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https://www.facebook.com/KUMCPD?__cft__[0]=AZaJFcsrfXrHSlYI12nF0K6safS6dM2VlPQ2M1fOFHYsv68rRdPykzJkynjGc4bLub985gZg2rFGVeEsHZpvBoVfkFMbhCjTFEhs4bEAWhi6HOtaWJy9aMY7qycrFNC6t5peOmxMID29m_dZ6eYWPD7UruOId5ju8S3n0oQarPxqIAiP1NRMgLfOM0W_mpmnDn8&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
http://ktsro.org/
http://ktsro.org/

1207 SW Executive Dr, Suite B, Topeka, KS 66615
800-416-2522 ktsro@dccca.org | www.ktsro.org
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This material was prepared by the Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office under contract with the
Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT). Views expressed in this material do not
necessatrily reflect the official views or policy of KDOT and any reference to a specific product or
entity herein does not constitute endorsement of that product or entity by KDOT.

Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office | 1207 SW Executive Dr, Suite B | Topeka, KS 66615 US
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