Summer Driving Tips
For many of us, summertime usually means vacations and summer road trips.
Now is a good time to review these summer driving safety tips. A little planning
and some safety checks might spare you from dealing with the consequences
of a breakdown — or worse, a highway crash.

Summer Changes
Air Conditioning
As the temperature rises, your A/C has to work harder to keep your vehicle
cool. Check A/C performance before traveling. A lack of air conditioning on a
hot summer day affects everyone, but is particularly dangerous for people who
are in poor health or who are sensitive to heat, such as children or older adults.
Heatstroke
The summer months have proven to be especially deadly for children when it
comes to vehicular heatstroke. Heatstroke in vehicles often occurs when a
child is left alone in a parked vehicle or manages to get into an unattended
vehicle. Never leave children alone in the car—not even for a few minutes.
Vehicles heat up quickly. Even if the outside temperature is in the 70s and the
windows are cracked, the temperature in a vehicle can rapidly reach deadly
levels. A child’s body temperature rises 3-5 times faster than an adult’s.
Belts and Hoses
High summer temperatures accelerate the rate at which rubber belts and
hoses degrade. Look under the hood and inspect all belts and hoses to make
sure there are no signs of bulges, blisters, cracks or cuts in the rubber. It’s
best to replace them now if they show signs of obvious wear. While you’re at it,

make sure all hose connections are secure.

Vehicle Checks
Check for Recalls
NHTSA's Recalls Look-up Tool lets you enter your vehicle identification
number (VIN) to quickly learn if your vehicle has a critical safety issue that has
not been repaired, and how to get that repair done for free. You can also
download NHTSA’s SaferCar app and enter your vehicle and equipment
information. If a recall is issued, you’ll get an alert on your phone.
Tires
Make sure each tire is filled to the vehicle manufacturer’s recommended
inflation pressure, which is listed in your owner’s manual and on a placard
located on the driver’s side door frame, and don’t forget to check your spare if
your vehicle is equipped with one. Do not inflate your tires to the pressure
listed on the tire itself. That number is the maximum pressure the tire can hold,
not the recommended pressure for your vehicle.
A tire doesn’t have to be punctured to lose air. All tires naturally lose some air
over time. In fact, underinflation is the leading cause of tire failure.
Some other tips:
Inspect your tires at least once a month and before long road trips.
Look closely at your tread and replace tires that have uneven wear or
insufficient tread.
Tread should be at least 1/16th of an inch on all tires. Look for the built-in
wear bar indicators or use the penny test to determine when it’s time to
replace your tires. Place a penny in the tread with Lincoln's head upside
down. If you can see the top of Lincoln's head, your vehicle needs new
tires.
If you find uneven wear across the tires’ tread, it means your tires need
rotation and/or your wheels need to be aligned before you travel.
Check each tire’s age. Some vehicle manufacturers recommend
replacing tires every six years regardless of use.
An inspection is not just about checking tire pressure and age. Remember to
check:
for any damage or conditions that may need attention;

the tread and sidewalls for any cuts, punctures, bulges, scrapes, cracks,
or bumps. The tread should be at least 2/32 of an inch or greater on all
tires; and
your spare tire.
If you find tire damage, take your vehicle to a tire professional.
Cooling System
Make sure you have enough coolant in your vehicle, and that the coolant
meets manufacturer specifications. See your vehicle owner’s manual for
recommendations on coolant. You or a mechanic should check the cooling
system for leaks, test the coolant, and drain or replace old coolant as needed.
Fluid Level
Check your vehicle’s oil level periodically. As with coolant, if it’s time or even
nearly time to have the oil changed, now would be a good time to do it. Also
check the following fluid levels:
brake
automatic transmission or clutch
power steering
windshield washer
Make sure each reservoir is full; if you see any signs of fluid leakage, take your
vehicle in to be serviced.
Batteries
Have a mechanic check your battery, charging system, and have them make
any necessary repairs or replacements. For hybrid-electric vehicles, keep
gasoline in the tank to support the gasoline engine.
Lights
Check your headlights, brake lights, turn signals, emergency flashers, and
interior lights. Be sure to also check your trailer brake lights and turn signals.
Wiper Blades
After winter storms and spring rains, windshield wiper blades may need to be
replaced. Like rubber belts and hoses, wiper blades are vulnerable to the
summer heat. Examine your blades for signs of wear and tear on both sides.
The blades can also deform and fail to work properly in both directions. If they
aren’t in top condition, invest in new ones before you go.
Floor Mats
Improperly installed floor mats in your vehicle may interfere with the operation
of the accelerator or brake pedal, increasing the risk of a crash. Follow the
manufacturer’s instructions for mat installation and use retention clips to secure
them. Always use mats that are the correct size and fit for your vehicle.

Protect Yourself and Loved Ones
Seat Belts
Buckle Up. Every Trip. Every Time. Ensure that everyone in your vehicle is
buckled up in age- and size-appropriate car seats, booster seats, or seat belts.
Car Seats
Remember that all children under age 13 should always ride properly
buckled in the back seat.
Make sure car seats and booster seats are properly installed and that
any children riding with you are in the right seat for their ages and sizes.
See
NHTSA’s child passenger safety recommendations to find the right
seat for your child’s age and size.
Visit NHTSA’s Child Car Seat Inspection Station Locator to find a free car
seat inspection station near you or to get information on virtual
inspections.
Never leave your child unattended in or around a vehicle.
Always remember to lock your vehicle and to keep your keys out of reach
so children do not play or get trapped inside.
Backing Out/Parking
Before you back out of a driveway or parking spot, prevent backovers by
walking around your vehicle to check for children running and playing.
When using a backup camera, remember that kids, pets, and objects may be
out of view but still in the path of your vehicle. When children play, they are
often oblivious to cars and trucks around them. They may believe that
motorists will watch out for them.
Furthermore, every vehicle has a blind zone. As the size and height of a
vehicle increases, so does the “blind zone” area. Large vehicles, trucks, SUVs,
RVs, and vans are more likely than cars to be involved in backovers.

Before You Go
Stock Your Vehicle
Even a well-maintained vehicle can break down, so it’s advisable to put
together an emergency roadside kit to carry with you. A cell phone tops the list
of suggested emergency kit contents since it allows you to call for help when
and where you need it. Recommended emergency roadside kit contents
include:
Cell phone and charger
First aid kit
Flashlight
Flares and a white flag
Jumper cables
Tire pressure gauge
Jack (and ground mat) for changing a tire
Work gloves and a change of clothes
Basic repair tools and some duct tape (for temporarily repairing a hose
leak)
Water and paper towels for cleaning up
Nonperishable food, drinking water, and medicines
Extra windshield washer fluid
Maps
Emergency blankets, towels and coats
Plan Your Route
Before heading out, make sure to check the weather, road conditions, and
traffic. Don’t rush through your trip; allow plenty of time to get to your
destination safely. And always familiarize yourself with directions and maps
before you go, even if you use a GPS, and let others know your route and
anticipated arrival time

Teen Driver Safety

The B.R.A.K.E.S. Story - Dedicated to Saving Young Lives
When NHRA drag racing star Doug Herbert lost his two young sons, Jon and
James, in a tragic car crash in January of 2008, his grief led to his resolve to
create a driving program which would help to prevent other families from
experiencing similar heartbreak by teaching young drivers more conscientious
and confident skills behind the wheel.
Thousands of teenagers lose their lives each year across the country in traffic
collisions. This staggering number of fatalities can be reduced through the
efforts of B.R.A.K.E.S. and its Teen Pro-Active Driving Curriculum.

07/23/22 to 07/24/22 @ Kansas Speedway, Kansas City, KS
07/30/22 to 07/31/22 @ Stormont Vail Events Center, Topeka, KS

Click here for more information
McPherson Police Department's
Traffic Tip Tuesday Videos

The McPherson Police Department has been sharing a series of "Traffic Tip
Tuesday" videos on their social media accounts.
Check them out on Facebook, Twitter, or YouTube, and share them with your
friends.

McPherson Police Department Facebook Page

Kansas Traffic Safety News

Police have clocked a driver going 125 mph on Kellogg

WICHITA, Kan. (KSNW) - The top speeder clocked on Kellogg so far this year is at 125 mph.
KSN News recently received a video of a vehicle zipping by an officer at a high rate of speed from
the Wichita Police Department. "It's just dangerous and...
Read more
www.ksn.com

Emporia area among lowest for seat belt use
Long before some people objected to COVID-19 masks and vaccinations, privacy critics were
against seat belt laws. Yet buckling up has become the law nationwide, and Lyon County Sheriff's
deputies began a traditional two-week enforcement project...
Read more
www.emporiagazette.com

Upcoming Traffic Safety Events
Become a Child
Passenger Safety
Technician
75% of car seats are installed
incorrectly, so to help parents
and caregivers ensure children
are as safe as possible in
vehicles, KTSRO hosts Child
Passenger Safety Courses
throughout the year, in various
locations around Kansas.
The course is 3-4 days and,
upon its completion, will certify
successful participants as a
National Child Passenger Safety

Technician through Safe Kids
Worldwide for 2 years. KTSRO
also provides yearly opportunities
for recertification.
Course fee is $95. For more
information on becoming a
Certified Child Passenger Safety
Technician, visit cert.safekids.org
Upcoming Classes:
July 12-14 - Ellis County EMS
Hays, KS
August 2-4 - Atchison Event
Center
Atchison, KS
September 7-9 - Regional
Training Center
Wichita, KS
September 21-23 - North
Kansas City Fire Station
North Kansas City, MO
October 5-7 - Kansas Department of Transportation - Bonner Springs
Bonner Springs, KS

Click here for more information
Traffic Safety Around the State

The Kansas Pro Rodeo Association's event in Medicine Lodge featured
reminders to drive sober. Photo credit: Or Z Photography

KTSRO staff partner with the Kansas Highway Patrol at Sporting KC games to
talk with attendees about driving safely.

We were present, along with the Kansas Highway Patrol, to talk with people
about child passenger safety at the Jefferson County Faith, Health and Safety
Fair in Valley Falls.

KTSRO's Lori Moriarty and Corporal Pate were at Fort Riley's "102 Days of
Summer Safety" providing information about car seats, seat belts, and general
traffic safety.

Congratulations to all the newly certified Child Passenger Safety Technicians
who attended our class in Mayetta!
Attendees included personnel from the Kansas Children's Service League,
Coffey County Sheriff's Office, Osage County Sheriff's Office, Pittsburg Police
Department, Marshall County Health Department, Sabetha Hospital, and the
Northeast Kansas Community Action Program.

KTSRO was invited to share about child passenger safety at the Pottawatomie
County Community Baby Shower.









Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office
2930 SW Wanamaker Dr. Suite 100
Topeka, KS 66614
800-416-2522
785-233-1342 (Fax)
ktsro@dccca.org | www.ktsro.org
Free Traffic Safety Materials Order Form

