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Stop for School Buses:
A Law That Protects Kansas Children
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Every school day, Kansas students depend on school buses to get them safely
to and from school. While school buses are very safe, the most dangerous part
of the trip is often when children are getting on or off the bus. That is why
Kansas has laws that require drivers to stop when a school bus is loading or
unloading students.

Kansas law says drivers must stop when a school bus has its red lights
flashing and its stop arm extended. Drivers coming from either direction must
stop and stay stopped until the bus starts moving again or the lights and stop
arm are turned off.

On most two-lane and four-lane roads, traffic in both directions must stop. The
main exception is on a divided highway with a physical median barrier. In that
case, drivers traveling in the opposite direction do not have to stop.

Failing to stop for a school bus is dangerous and can lead to costly penalties.
More importantly, it can put children's lives at risk. Many students must cross
the street after getting off the bus, and they may be difficult for drivers to see.

lllegal passing of stopped school buses continues to be a serious problem.
Transportation safety officials estimate that drivers illegally pass stopped
school buses more than 43 million times during a typical school year. Every



one of those violations creates a chance for a child to be seriously hurt or
killed.

Recent national data shows that these tragedies still happen. During the 2023-
24 school year, six students were killed in school bus loading or unloading
areas. Three of those deaths involved drivers who illegally passed a stopped
school bus.

Three Safety Tips for Drivers

1. Watch for yellow flashing lights.

Yellow lights mean the bus is getting ready to stop. Slow down and prepare to
stop safely.

2. Stop when the red lights flash.

When the stop arm is out and the red lights are flashing, stop and stay
stopped. Do not move until the bus begins driving again or the warning signals
are turned off.

3. Stay alert and avoid distractions.

A new law in Kansas requires drivers to be hands free when going through
school zones. Put down your phone and pay attention around school bus
stops. Children can move quickly and may be hard to see.

Stopping for a school bus takes only a few seconds, but those few seconds
can save a child's life. By following Kansas law and staying alert, drivers can
help make the trip to and from school safer for every student.




Kansas
School Bus
Stop Arm Law

Kansas law KSA 8-1556 requires all
motorists to stop when approaching

or overtaking a stopped school bus
displaying its flashing red lights and
stop arm. Motorists are to remains
stopped until the bus is no longer
displaying its flashing red lights and
stop arm. Violation of this law not only
endangers children but is punishable by
a fine and court costs in excess of $420.

Learn More About Sharing The Road With
A School Bus

Want To Keep Kids Safe?

Become a Child Passenger Safety Technician!

Upcoming Child Passenger Safety Technician Certification Classes:



https://www.ktsro.org/school-bus-safety
https://www.ktsro.org/school-bus-safety

Learn More About Child Passenger Safety
Technician Trainings

Johnson County Sheriff's Office Training
Facility, Olathe, KS
August 4-6, 2026

DCCCA/Kansas Traffic Safety Resource
Office, Topeka, KS

August 14-Sept.28, 2026

HYBRID COURSE

Wichita Fire Regional Training Center,
Wichita, KS
October 13-15, 2026

Find Upcoming Car Seat Check Events

Traffic Safety in Kansas

2026 Impaired Driving Conference
October 5-6, 2026
Drury Plaza Hotel Broadview Wichita

The Kansas Highway Patrol, Drug and Alcohol Evaluation Unit, in cooperation
with the Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor, the Kansas Department of
Transportation - Bureau of Transportation Safety and Technology, and the
Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office is offering a FREE two-day course
featuring presentations from nationally recognized speakers and subject matter
experts from Kansas.


https://www.ktsro.org/cpst-training
https://www.ktsro.org/cpst-training
https://www.ktsro.org/car-seat-check-events
https://www.ktsro.org/impaired-driving-conference
https://www.ktsro.org/impaired-driving-conference

Traffic Safety Event Pictures



https://www.ktsro.org/impaired-driving-conference

Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office's Devon Duffield and Patricia
Middleton represented the SAFE program along with KDOT Law
Enforcement Liaisons Troy Wells and Al Ackerman and partner Miss
Kansas 2026 Sophie Lewis at the Kansas Juvenile Officers Association
Conference in Manhattan.
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Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office's Rosa Aranda and KDOT Law
Enforcement Liaison Troy Wells talked with people attending Bel Aire's
National Night Out event.
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Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office's Jodi Pew attended the Kansas
Safe Kids meeting in Salina.
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KDOT Law Enforcement Liaisons presented Kansas law enforcement
agencies with plaques honoring their work in traffic safety in 2025.



A traffic incident management class was held in Geary County.
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These are preliminary numbers which can change based on trauma and investigation outcomes.
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This material was prepared by the Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office under contract with the
Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT). Views expressed in this material do not
necessatrily reflect the official views or policy of KDOT and any reference to a specific product or
entity herein does not constitute endorsement of that product or entity by KDOT.
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