
 

 

Focus on Driving Safely in 2026
Driving in Kansas means sharing the
road with all kinds of motorists—
some cautious, some hurried, and
unfortunately, some distracted.

While you can’t control what others
do, you can take steps to protect
yourself and those you care about
by staying fully alert and engaged
behind the wheel.

Distracted driving isn’t just about
texting. It includes eating, adjusting
the radio, reaching for items, or even
daydreaming. Every time your eyes
leave the road or your mind drifts,
your reaction time slows—and that
can make the difference between a
safe trip and a serious crash.

The reality is simple: when you’re
driving, your only job is driving. Staying alert helps you anticipate hazards,
react quickly, and avoid the mistakes of others who may not be paying
attention.

Here are five practical tips to keep you focused and safe:
1. Put your phone away. Silence notifications and keep your device out of

reach until you’re parked.
2. Plan ahead. Set your GPS, adjust mirrors, and choose your playlist

before you start moving.
3. Keep both hands on the wheel. It’s the easiest way to stay in control and

ready for surprises.
4. Avoid multitasking. Eating, grooming, or searching for items can wait until

you’re stopped.
5. Stay mentally present. If you’re tired or stressed, take a break before

hitting the road.

Your attention is your best defense against distracted drivers. Make it a habit
because every mile matters.

Want To Keep Kids Safe?



Become a Child Passenger Safety Technician!
Upcoming Child Passenger Safety Technician Certification Classes:

Winfield Civic Center, Winfield, KS
March 10-12, 2026

Lenexa Justice Center, Lenexa, KS
March 17-19, 2026

Linn County Health Department,
Pleasanton, KS
March 31-April 2, 2026

Johnson County Sheriff's Office Training
Facility, Olathe, KS
April 14-16, 2026

Kansas Law Enforcement Training Center -
Edwards Campus, Overland Park, KS
May 5-7, 2026

Kansas Highway Patrol Troop E
Headquarters, Garden City, KS
May 6-9, 2026

Johnson County Sheriff's Office Training
Facility, Olathe, KS
August 4-6, 2026
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Traffic Safety in Kansas

The 31st annual KDOT Transportation Safety
Conference will be held April 21-22, 2026,
at the Hilton Garden Inn in Manhattan, KS.
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﻿Registration opens January 2026.

The 31st Annual Kansas Transportation Safety Conference is your chance to
learn the latest developments in transportation safety from experts in the field.
Participants will have the opportunity to receive up to 9.5 contact hours of
instruction and participate in networking breaks to meet and talk with speakers,
colleagues, and vendors in the exhibit hall.
 
This conference provides valuable information on transportation safety
concerns for law enforcement personnel, court professionals, state and local
government officials, engineers, EMT and EMS employees, SAFE School
youth, driving educators and counselors, and others interested in
transportation safety issues.
 
Motivational keynote and plenary speakers:

Keynote: Devin Henderson, “What Else Is Possible”
Plenary Day 1: Melissa Wandall, “Purpose in Progress: Resilience that
Restores and Saves Lives”
Plenary Day 2: Bill DeMott, “#NoMoreEmptySeats — It Made A
Difference For That One”

Conference session topics include:
Prioritizing Safety for Kids Walking, Biking, and Rolling to School
Driving Change: The Work Zone Safe Initiative
The Public Trust Toolkit: Winning Support for Safety Decisions
How to Identify and Leverage Local Influencers
Public Transportation: Safe Mobility for an Aging Population
Community First Aid and Crash Response
2025 Windstorm in Western Kansas Recap
Using Drones in Crash Response and Post-Crash Care Medical
Response
Kansas Safety Corridor Pilot Program: Update from the Halfway Point
Designing Safer Intersections: Proven Solutions, Public Engagement,
and Lessons from Missouri
An Overview of NCHRP 20-102(24): Infrastructure Modifications to
Improve the Operational Conditions of Automated Vehicles
Advancing Traffic Safety Analysis with Replica’s Driver Event Data
EV and AV Crash Response
CMV Safety and How You Can Help
Taming Traffic: Diverse Speed Management Strategies for Safer
Communities and a Case Study: Dodge City’s SS4A Speed Assessment
Institutionalizing the Safe System Approach
Regional Breakout Sessions

Continuing education credits: In addition to the regular continuing education
credits offered for this conference, we will be offering EMS and AICP credits.
Visit the conference website for more information.
 
Sponsored by University of Kansas Jayhawk Hospitality and a federal grant
through the Kansas Department of Transportation.
 
Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to attend University of Kansas
sponsored events. If you require a reasonable accommodation in order to
participate in this event, please contact Grace Grant by March 30, 2026, at
gmgrant@ku.edu or 785-312-2107.
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Nominations for Traffic Safety Awards

The Kansas Transportation Safety Awards are presented annually to safety
advocates who have made outstanding contributions to the improvement of
transportation safety in Kansas.

The People Saving People Award highlights the impressive efforts and
achievements of a person or organization that has a positive effect on
transportation safety behavior in Kansas.

The Hero Award recognizes an individual who risked their life for someone
else when they happen upon a crash, or while trying to prevent the likelihood
of a crash.

Deadline to submit nominations is January 30, 2026. Email forms to
Ingrid Vandervort at Ingrid.Vandervort@ks.gov.

Kansas Transportation Safety Conference and Awards

Pictures of Traffic Safety in Kansas

Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office's Jodi Pew was selected as AARP's Kansas Driver
Safety Volunteer of the Year.

Jodi taught 11 Driver Safety Courses, reaching many senior individuals across Kansas
with education about defensive driving.
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A Child Passenger Safety Technician certification class was held in Newton.



A Child Injury Prevention event was held at the Topeka and Shawnee County Public
Library.

Kansas Highway Patrol Captain Candice Breshears was awarded the Dr. Dennis Cooley
Award of Excellence from Safe Kids Kansas for her efforts towards reducing unintentional
injuries to children.



Safe Kids Kansas awarded the Safe Kids Finney County group as its Local Coalition of
the Year.

Safe Kids Kansas gave Kansas Highway Patrol Technical Trooper Tiffany Baylark a
Service Recognition Award for her work in child passenger safety.
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