May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month
The Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office reminds vehicle drivers and
motorists that safe driving and riding practices and cooperation from everyone
will help reduce the number of fatalities and injuries on our roads.
Know the Facts
In 2020, there were 5,579
motorcyclists killed in
traffic crashes, an 11%
increase from 2019
(5,044).
Research shows that
motorcyclists are
significantly
overrepresented in traffic
crashes and fatalities. In
2020, per vehicle mile
traveled, motorcyclists
were about 28 times more
likely than passenger
vehicle occupants to die in
a motor vehicle crash and
were 4 times more likely to
be injured.
Motorcyclists 55-and-older
accounted for 27% of
motorcyclists killed in
2020. Over the 10-year
period from 2011 to 2020, motorcyclist fatalities among the 55-and-older
age group increased by 37%, from 1,087 to 1,486.
In 2011 and 2020, roughly half the motorcyclists were killed in traffic
crashes during the weekend versus weekday. Additionally, motorcyclist
fatalities on weekdays have increased by 15% from 2,402 in 2011 to
2,765 in 2020.

Tips for Motorists
Observe all traffic laws, yielding to motorcyclists, especially while turning
at intersections.
Though a motorcycle is a small vehicle, its operator still has the same
rights of the road as any other motorist. Allow the motorcycle the full
width of a lane at all times.
Always use a turn signal when changing lanes or merging with traffic.
Check all mirrors and blind spots for motorcycles before changing lanes
or merging with traffic.
Always allow more follow distance — beyond three to four seconds —
when behind a motorcycle. This gives them more time to maneuver or
stop in an emergency.
Allow a motorcyclist a full lane width. Though it may seem as if there is
enough room in a single lane for a motor vehicle and a motorcycle, looks
can be deceiving. Share the road, but not the lane: A motorcyclist needs
room to maneuver safely.
Because motorcycles are smaller than most vehicles, they can be difficult
to see. Their size can also cause other drivers to misjudge their speed
and distance.

Tips for Motorcyclists
Never ride while impaired or distracted — it is not worth the risk of killing
or injuring yourself or someone else. Plus, a DUI costs $10,000 on
average, and can lead to jail time, loss of your operator’s license, and
higher insurance rates.
Always complete rider education courses and ride with a current
motorcycle license. In 2020, 36% of motorcycle riders involved in fatal
crashes were riding without valid motorcycle licenses.
Thirty-four percent of all motorcycle riders involved in fatal crashes in
2020 were speeding, compared to 22% for passenger car drivers, 16%
for light-truck drivers, and 7% for large-truck drivers. Motorcycle riders 25
to 29 years old involved in fatal crashes had the highest speeding
involvement at 45%.
Wear a DOT-compliant helmet with a “FMVSS No. 218 Certified” label
and other personal protective gear. NHTSA estimates that helmets saved
the lives of 1,872 motorcyclists in 2017. An additional 749 lives could
have been saved if all motorcyclists had worn their helmets.

Learn to identify a safe, DOT-compliant helmet

Teen Driver Safety

The B.R.A.K.E.S. Story - Dedicated to Saving Young Lives
When NHRA drag racing star Doug Herbert lost his two young sons, Jon and
James, in a tragic car crash in January of 2008, his grief led to his resolve to
create a driving program which would help to prevent other families from
experiencing similar heartbreak by teaching young drivers more conscientious
and confident skills behind the wheel.
Thousands of teenagers lose their lives each year across the country in traffic
collisions. This staggering number of fatalities can be reduced through the
efforts of B.R.A.K.E.S. and its Teen Pro-Active Driving Curriculum.

07/23/22 to 07/24/22 @ Kansas Speedway, Kansas City, KS
Registration opens June 14, 2022
07/30/22 to 07/31/22 @ Stormont Vail Events Center, Topeka, KS
Registration opens June 21, 2022

Click here for more information

Kansas to let 15-year-olds drive alone to religious events
Fifteen-year-olds in Kansas will be able to drive by themselves to and from worship services and
other religious activities, starting in July. Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly on Tuesday signed into law
a bill approved by the Republican-controlled...
Read more
www.kansas.com

Kansas Traffic Safety News

Kansas troopers share top excuses from speeding drivers
TOPEKA, Kan. - Troopers have probably heard it all from people they stop for speeding. In an
effort to raise awareness about how dangerous highway work zones can be, Kansas troopers
shared some of the most common excuses they get from drivers...
Read more
fox4kc.com

KDOT shares safety message during National Work Zone...
WICHITA, Kan. (KWCH) - This week is National Work Zone Awareness Week , an effort, as the
title indicates, to keep road workers safe. In observation of the week, the Kansas Department of
Transportation wants to remind drivers to pay attention...
Read more
www.kwch.com

Road rage is up. How to deal with an angry driver - even ...
Placeholder while article actions load Last year was the worst on record for road rage shootings
in the United States, according to data released by Everytown for Gun Safety, which found that
more than 500 people were shot and wounded or killed...
Read more
www.washingtonpost.com

'I almost lost my dad today:' KHP trooper's daughter...
WICHITA, Kan. (KWCH) - Kansas Highway Patrol Trooper Shawn Summers escaped serious
injury Tuesday when a vehicle struck his stopped patrol car along Interstate 70 in Ellis County.
The KHP said the crash happened during a truck inspection and...
Read more
www.kwch.com

Upcoming Traffic Safety Events
Become a Child
Passenger Safety
Technician
75% of car seats are installed
incorrectly, so to help parents
and caregivers ensure children
are as safe as possible in
vehicles, KTSRO hosts Child
Passenger Safety Courses
throughout the year, in various
locations around Kansas.
The course is 3-4 days and,
upon its completion, will certify
successful participants as a
National Child Passenger Safety
Technician through Safe Kids
Worldwide for 2 years. KTSRO
also provides yearly
opportunities for recertification.
Course fee is $95. For more
information on becoming a Certified Child Passenger Safety Technician, visit
cert.safekids.org
Upcoming Classes:
May 3-5 - Kansas National Guard Armory
Goodland, KS

May 11-13 - Kansas Highway Patrol Troop A
Olathe, KS
June 7-9 - Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation Old Bingo Hall
Mayetta, KS
June 22-24 - North Kansas City Fire Station
North Kansas City, MO
July 12-14 - Ellis County EMS
Hays, KS
August 2-4 - Atchison Event Center
Atchison, KS

Click here for more information
Traffic Safety Around the State

The Kansas Teen Transportation Safety Conference brought together high
school students from around the state to learn about topics ranging from traffic
laws to the dangers of drowsy driving to vehicle maintenance.

A Safe Travel For All Children class was held to teach child passenger safety
technicians about keeping children with special needs safe as they ride in vehicles.

Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office's Rosa Aranda gave out car seat
information at the Carnaval del Nino in Wichita.

The Kansas Transportation Safety Conference was held in Topeka in April.

Congratulations to the Child Passenger Safety Technicians who attended a
certification course in Dodge City!

The Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office facilitated the annual Child
Passenger Safety Technician Update event in Topeka.

The Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office presented KDOT Law Enforcement
Liaison Bob Hamilton with a Lifetime Achievement Award.
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