National Teen Driver Safety Week
October 16-22
Whether teens are driving
a car, truck, or SUV, and
whether they’ve just
earned their license or
have had it for a few years,
the rules of the road stay
the same.
The greatest dangers for
teen drivers are alcohol
and other drug use,
inconsistent or no seat belt
use, distracted driving,
speeding, and driving with
passengers in the vehicle.

Know the Facts About
Teen Driver Fatalities
· Motor vehicle crashes
are a leading cause of death for teens (15-18 years old) in the United States.
· In 2020, there were 9,607 crashes involving a teen driver (14-19 years old) in
Kansas, with 2,471 teens being severely injured and 37 killed.
· In 2020, there were 958 speed-related crashes involving a teen driver (14-19
years old) in Kansas that resulted in 320 severe injuries and 9 deaths.
· In 2020, there were 422 distraction-related crashes involving a driver who was
14-19 years old in Kansas.
Be Empowered to Set Driving
Rules!
· Remember: You’re a parent
first. Your job is to protect your
teen. Use this motivation to

keep your teen safer as they
start navigating their new role
as a driver.
· Remind your teen that
driving is a privilege, not a right.
As the parent, you’re in control.
If your teen is following the
rules of the road, the privilege
to drive is there. If they aren’t
following the rules of the road,
they shouldn’t be given the
keys to the car.
· Have a conversation with
your teen driver about driving
laws and safe driving habits.
Believe it or not, your teen is
listening, and they depend on
you to guide them and be there
for them.
· Become familiar with Kansas laws on nighttime driving restrictions, passenger
restrictions, and all other graduated driver licensing. Surveys show that teens with
parents who set and enforce firm rules for driving typically report engaging in
fewer risky driving behaviors and being involved in fewer crashes. By knowing
and enforcing the laws with your teen, you proactively promote safer driving for all
road users.
· The responsibility for safe road behavior is shared: Be a good role model for
your teen driver by demonstrating your own safe driving habits.
· Talk to your teen about cell phone use while in the car. Encourage them to
stow their phones while driving, designate a texter or navigator, or pull over
before answering phone calls, texting, or engaging with any social media apps.
Remind your teen that it’s not acceptable to record themselves or post on social
media while driving.

Kansas Graduated Driver's License Laws
Parents: You can be the biggest influence on your teen’s choices when they are
behind the wheel. Take the time to have a conversation about some of the
biggest driving risks for teens, including:
o Impaired Driving: All teens are too young to legally buy, possess, or consume
alcohol. However, nationally, in 2020, 19% of teen passenger vehicle drivers
involved in fatal crashes had alcohol in their system. But alcohol isn’t the only

substance that can keep your teen from driving safely: Like other drugs,
marijuana affects a driver’s ability to react to their surroundings. Driving is a
complex task, and marijuana slows reaction time, affecting a driver’s ability to
drive safely. Remind your teen that driving under the influence of any impairing
substance — including illicit or prescription drugs, or over-the-counter medication
— could have deadly consequences. It is critical that teen drivers understand that
driving impaired can have consequences, that strict penalties may apply, that they
may lose their license if they are caught driving impaired, and that they will face
additional consequences for breaking rules they agreed to follow when they
started driving.
o Seat Belts: Wearing a seat belt is one of the simplest ways for everyone to be
safe in a vehicle. Yet too many teens aren’t buckling up. In 2020, 52% of the teen
passenger vehicle drivers who died in crashes were unbuckled. Even more
troubling, when the teen driver involved in the fatal crash was unbuckled, nine out
of 10 of the passengers who died were also unbuckled.
o Distracted Driving: Distractions while driving are more than just risky — they
can be deadly. In 2020, among teen passenger vehicle drivers involved in fatal
crashes, 7% were reported as distracted at the time of the crash.
o Speeding: In 2020, almost one-third (31%) of all teen drivers of passenger
vehicles involved in fatal crashes were speeding at the time of the crash, and
males were more likely to be involved in fatal crashes than females.
o Passengers: Teen drivers transporting passengers can lead to disastrous
consequences. Research shows that the risk of a fatal crash goes up dramatically
in direct relation to the number of passengers in a vehicle. The likelihood of teen
drivers engaging in risky behavior triples when traveling with multiple passengers.

Visit our website for more resources

Click Here to Apply for SAFE Speaks
SAFE (Seatbelts Are For Everyone) is a free, studentled program for high school students focusing on
peer-to-peer promotion of traffic safety. Through
education, rewards, and enforcement, SAFE
highlights the importance of wearing a seatbelt,
driving alert, and following traffic laws with the goal of decreasing the number of

teen injuries and deaths from vehicle crashes.

For more information, visit ktsro.org/safe.

Become a Child Safety Champion

KTSRO hosts Child Passenger Safety Courses throughout the year, in various
locations around Kansas.
The course is 3-4 days and, upon its completion, will certify successful
participants as a National Child Passenger Safety Technician through Safe Kids
Worldwide for 2 years. KTSRO also provides yearly opportunities for
recertification.
Course fee is $95. For more information on becoming a Certified Child Passenger
Safety Technician, visit cert.safekids.org

Upcoming Classes:
October 4-7 - Kansas Highway Patrol
Garden City, KS
October 5-7 - KDOT Bonner Springs
Bonner Springs, KS
May 3-6, 2023 - North Kansas City Fire Station
North Kansas City, MO

Register for a Child Passenger Safety Technician Class

Kansas Traffic Safety Statistics

Images of Traffic Safety in Kansas

Members of the Kansas Department of Transportation's Bureau of Traffic Safety,
Safe Kids Kansas, Kansas Highway Patrol, Kansas Motor Carriers Association,
and the Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office promoted Child Passenger Safety
Week with a media event in Topeka.

Kansas Highway Patrol Trooper Chad Crittenden teaches a child passenger
safety technician certification class in Wichita.

KTSRO's Cynthia Callaway teaches an AARP Smart Driver course in Lawrence.

KTSRO's Rosa Aranda handed out coloring books and traffic safety information at
the Garden City Community Mexican Fiesta.

KTSRO's Dana Lovern and Joy Schwartz talk with Kansas State Fair attendees.

Quick Links
Kansas Department of
Transportation
Kansas Traffic Safety Resource
Office
KTSRO Materials Order Form
KDOT Traffic Safety Resources
Kansas Traffic Safety Resource
Prosecutor

NHTSA
Traffic Safety Marketing
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