Speeding Slows You Down
Do you feel the need for
speed?
Slow down, because it
could cost you.
In 2020, more than one
quarter of all crash
fatalities were speedingrelated, and there was a
dramatic increase (17%) in
speeding-related crash
fatalities from 2019-2020.
KDOT Traffic Safety
Assistant Bureau Chief
Chris Bortz said especially
alarming is the rising number of citations issued for speeds above 100 m.p.h.
The KHP issued 1,758 citations in 2019 for speeds of 100 m.p.h. or more. In
2020, the number of 100-plus citations climbed to 2,823 and in 2021 to 3,309.
"In the last decade, Kansas recorded 850 deaths and nearly 23,000 injuries
related to speeding," Bortz said.
He also noted a high percentage of speed-related crashes involve younger
drivers. Forty-five percent of all 2020 speed-related fatal crashes in Kansas were
drivers between the ages of 15 and 29.
Even advancements in vehicle safety
and passenger protection cannot keep
people safe from the dangers of
speeding.
No matter how advanced you think your
driving skills may be, speeding is

dangerous. Obeying posted speed
limits keep drivers and passengers safe
— and they aren’t suggestions.
“We are asking you to slow down — in
your neighborhoods, on your local
roads, you need to always obey the
posted speed limit,” Bortz said. “We see
people speeding every day, especially
young men. If you’re killed in a crash, or
kill someone else, that’s it. Life is not a
game — unlike a video game, there’s
no second chance.”
In 2020, there were 11,258 people killed in speeding-related crashes, accounting
for 29% of all fatal crashes in the United States.
Much like impaired driving, speeding is a selfish choice that can have deadly
consequences for the driver, vehicle passenger, and pedestrians. Speeding
reduces a driver’s ability to steer safely around another vehicle, a hazardous
object, or an unexpected curve.
Speeding also affects stopping distances: As speed increases, so do the odds of
a vehicle crash.
Young people and motorcyclists are especially susceptible to high speeds, and
they represent the largest demographic involved in speeding-related vehicle
crashes. In 2020, 27% of male drivers ages 18-44 and 16% of female drivers ages
18-44 involved in fatal crashes in 2020 were speeding.
Alcohol and weather also increase the likelihood of a crash while speeding. In
2020, 37% of the drivers involved in fatal crashes were speeding and had a blood
alcohol concentration of .08 or higher, compared to 17% of non-speeding drivers.
And the chances of a vehicle crash on wet roads increases drastically when a
driver is speeding.
“We are Kansans to please slow down and obey the posted signs,” Bortz said.
“Our goal is to save lives."

For more information, please visit
nhtsa.gov/risky-driving/speeding

Visit our website for more resources
SAFE (Seatbelts Are For Everyone) is a free, studentled program for high school students focusing on
peer-to-peer promotion of traffic safety. Through
education, rewards, and enforcement, SAFE
highlights the importance of wearing a seatbelt,
driving alert, and following traffic laws with the goal of decreasing the number of
teen injuries and deaths from vehicle crashes.

For more information, visit ktsro.org/safe.

Become a Child Safety Champion

KTSRO hosts Child Passenger Safety Courses throughout the year, in various
locations around Kansas.

The course is 3-4 days and, upon its completion, will certify successful
participants as a National Child Passenger Safety Technician through Safe Kids
Worldwide for 2 years. KTSRO also provides yearly opportunities for
recertification.
Course fee is $95. For more information on becoming a Certified Child Passenger
Safety Technician, visit cert.safekids.org

Upcoming Classes:
August 2-4 - Atchison Event Center
Atchison, KS
August 24-26 - Northpointe Community Church
Lincoln, NE
September 7-9 - Regional Training Center
Wichita, KS
September 21-23 - North Kansas City Fire Station
North Kansas City, MO
October 4-7 - Kansas Highway Patrol
Garden City, KS
October 5-7 - KDOT Bonner Springs
Bonner Springs, KS
May 3-6, 2023 - North Kansas City Fire Station
North Kansas City, MO

Register for a Child Passenger Safety Technician Class

Kansas Traffic Safety Statistics

Stipends Available for Adopt-A-Highway
Organizations have been helping keep
Kansas clean for more than 30 years
through participation in the Adopt-AHighway program. With increased
amounts of trash along the highways
and limited staff, the Kansas
Department of Transportation has
created an incentive stipend for groups
that actively participate in the program.
“KDOT appreciates all the volunteers’
efforts to assist in removing trash along
our highways,” said Director of Field
Operations Clay Adams. “They are
providing a valuable service to the
state. These stipends will benefit groups
as well as increase the number of
groups taking part in the clean-up
program.”
The stipend is $190 per highway
section, which is generally two miles
long. Adopt-A-Highway groups receiving
$600 or more in payments in a calendar year will be issued a 1099 tax form. New
and existing groups will be able to submit a request for payment after their group
completes a highway cleanup. The group will submit forms identifying the
location, date, number of volunteers and number of bags as well as before and
after photos of the site.
All groups go through the standard process to adopt a section of highway. New
groups will sign an agreement, receive safety training information and follow
procedures when scheduling a cleanup. Existing groups will continue to follow
existing procedures. State employees and their families are welcome to

participate in a group, but are not eligible to receive stipends.
To adopt a section of highway, call the Adopt-A-Highway coordinator in the KDOT
office located closest to you.
Northeast Kansas
Topeka, (785) 296-2291
Kansas City Area
Bonner Springs, (913) 942-3040
Olathe, (913) 942-3100
North Central Kansas
Salina, (785) 823-3754
Northwest Kansas
Norton, (785) 877-3315

Southeast Kansas
Chanute, (620) 902-6400
South Central Kansas
Hutchinson, (620) 860-7400
Wichita, (316) 744-1271
Southwest Kansas
Garden City, (620) 765-7074

Images of Traffic Safety in Kansas

KTSRO's Joy Schwartz, Miss Kansas 2022 Ayanna Hensley, and KHP Trooper
Tiffany Baylock greeted Country Stampede goers at the Drive to Zero booth.

Staff from the Kansas Highway Patrol, Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office, KU
Jayhawk Buddy System, and Cherokee County Sheriffs Office worked the Drive
To Zero booth at Country Stampede in Topeka.

Thousands of Country Stampede attendees came by the Drive to Zero booth.

KDOT and KTSRO staff brought traffic safety activities and information to the
students participating in the Kansas Shrine Bowl at Pitt State.

Quick Links
Kansas Department of
Transportation
Kansas Traffic Safety Resource
Office
KTSRO Materials Order Form
KDOT Traffic Safety Resources
Kansas Traffic Safety Resource
Prosecutor
NHTSA
Traffic Safety Marketing
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