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Much research shows that the habits youth develop 
in high school often last a lifetime. That’s why S.A.F.E. 
is so important — it helps students build safe driving 
habits right from the start.

For years, Kansas has been a national leader in 
involving high school students in behavioral traffic safety 
programs. Other states often look to Kansas for program 
ideas that encourage students to share peer-driven 
traffic safety messages. S.A.F.E. has been that spark — 
starting conversations about wearing seat belts, following 

traffic laws, and making responsible choices behind the wheel.
By offering exciting opportunities, fostering positive relationships, and 

providing the support students need, S.A.F.E. reinforces safe driving habits 
and promotes lasting positive outcomes. Peer-to-peer influence is one of 
the most effective ways to reach teens, especially when they face critical 
driving decisions.

Congratulations to all our S.A.F.E. students, staff, sponsors, and law 
enforcement partners on another successful year! Your dedication makes a 
real difference — because it takes everyone working together to save lives.

Thank You to Our Partners

Gary L. Herman 
KDOT Behavioral  
Safety Manager

SAFE Builds Lifelong  
Safe Driving Habits
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LAW ENFORCEMENT LIAISONS

Tenille Kimberlin 
KTSRO Director 

STAFF

Don Hughes 
Northeast

Al Ackerman 
Northwest Jenny Lancaster 

KTSRO Program Manager

I pledge to always wear my seatbelt and not text and drive.

KANSASTraffic Safety
ResourceOFFICE

Sara Gudenkauf 
Traffic Safety Supervisor

Lori Moriarty 
SAFE Operations Assistant

Devon Duffield 
Kansas SAFE Specialist

Troy Wells 
Southwest

Bill Sullivan 
First Responders

Rob Istas 
SoutheastPatricia Middleton 

Communications Specialist
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SAFE continues to play a vital 
role in Kansas schools and their 
surrounding communities by 
promoting peer-to-peer education on 
responsible driving behaviors.

During the 2024–2025 school year, 
SAFE students made their voices 
heard by encouraging classmates, 
teachers, and staff to buckle up, 
follow traffic laws, and avoid driving 
while drowsy or distracted.

SAFE students and sponsors 
organized impactful events such as 
the interactive game show ThinkFast, 
mock crashes, and presentations 
featuring Miss Kansas, crash victims, 
and first responders.

Support from the Kansas Sheriffs 
Association and Kansas Juvenile 
Officers Association contributed 
to another successful SAFE Speaks 
competition. Thirty-seven students 
signed up to prepare traffic safety 
presentations, competing for a $1,000 
scholarship and the opportunity 
to speak at the Kansas Teen 
Transportation Safety Conference.

The SAFE student board remains 
a key part of leading the annual 
conference. These dedicated 
volunteers invest extra time to engage 
attendees and inspire them to bring 
their passion for traffic safety back to 
their communities.

The Kansas Traffic Safety Resource 
Office (KTSRO) SAFE team continues 
to prioritize teen engagement and 
education. Communication between 
KTSRO and SAFE sponsors has 

strengthened through in-person 
visits, regular emails to sponsors, 
and monthly newsletters. The SAFE 
webpage was also updated to better 
support schools throughout the 
program.

Looking ahead, we’re excited to 
expand SAFE to schools that have not 
yet participated and to strengthen 
partnerships between SAFE schools 
and their local law enforcement and 
first responders.

KTSRO is proud to continue its 
lifesaving mission of reducing teen 
deaths and injuries from traffic 
crashes through the SAFE program. I’m 
incredibly grateful for the dedication 
of our SAFE staff!

D I R E C T O R ’ S  M E S S A G E

SAFE Students Lead the Way in 
Promoting Safe Driving Across Kansas

Tenille Kimberlin 
KTSRO Director 

15
High Schools 

hosted 
ThinkFast

13
High Schools 
Hosted Miss 

Kansas

KTSRO is 
proud to 

continue its 
lifesaving 
mission of 

reducing 
teen 

deaths and 
injuries 

from traffic 
crashes 
through 

the SAFE 
program.
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2025 High School ENFORCEMENT

TEEN
SEATBELT 

CITATIONS

ADULT
SEATBELT 

CITATIONS

CHILD
SEATBELT 

CITATIONS

OTHER 
CITATIONS

30

169

12
143

323 OFFICERS
45 AGENCIES 

1072.25 HOURS

SPEED 
CITATIONS 174

2024 Middle School ENFORCEMENT

TEEN
SEATBELT 

CITATIONS

ADULT
SEATBELT 

CITATIONS

CHILD
SEATBELT 

CITATIONS

OTHER 
CITATIONS

22

147

17
176

50 OFFICERS
17 AGENCIES
131.5 HOURS

SPEED 
CITATIONS 95
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2024-2025 SAFE High Schools
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ANDERSON COUNTY
Anderson County Jr/Sr High School 88 89 0 0
Crest High School 94 88 6 6

BARBER COUNTY
South Barber High School 80 77 3 2

BARTON COUNTY
Central Plains Jr/Sr High School 69 81 17 14
Great Bend High School 72 84 0 0
Hoisington High School 36 68 31 14

BOURBON COUNTY
Uniontown High School 88 90 1 0

BROWN COUNTY
Hiawatha High School 93 85 1 2
Horton High School 88 84 1 3

BUTLER COUNTY
Andover High School 95 87 2 1
Douglass High School 85 78 80 4 7 5
Flinthills High School 100 95 3 2
Remington High School 86 97 96 1 0 0

CHEROKEE COUNTY
Columbus Jr/Sr High School 78 85 7 2
Riverton High School 90 92 5 0

CLOUD COUNTY
Clifton-Clyde High School 89 94 94 3 9 12

South Central High School 88 91 8 9

COWLEY COUNTY
Arkansas City High School 97 92 0 100
Arkansas City Middle School 83 83 0 0

CRAWFORD COUNTY
Arma Northeast High School 77 65 74 17 14 12
Cherokee Southeast High School 97 99 6 0
Frontenac High School 94 92 5 5
Girard High School 78 71 7 4
Pittsburg High School 83 86 8 4
St Mary's Colgan High School 89 91 98 1 5 2
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DONIPHAN COUNTY
Doniphan West Jr/Sr High School 73 81 80 2 1 3
Riverside High School 74 82 83 6 7 4
Troy Middle/High School 22 80 0 0

DOUGLAS COUNTY
Lawrence High School 81 92 13 3

ELK COUNTY
West Elk High School 75 88 0 0

ELLIS COUNTY
Hays High School 88 93 92 24 7 44
Victoria Jr/Sr High School 71 73 74 5 1 13

ELLSWORTH COUNTY
Ellsworth Jr/Sr High School 86 91 92 2 0 1

FINNEY COUNTY
Garden City High School 71 76 4 3

FRANKLIN COUNTY
Ottawa High School 88 81 2 1
Wellsville High School 94 85 8 6

GOVE COUNTY
Wheatland High School 84 95 5 0

GRAHAM COUNTY
Hill City Jr/Sr High School 81 79 5 9

GREENWOOD COUNTY
Eureka Jr/Sr High School 85 88 82 5 6 6
Hamilton High School 66 48 28 25
Madison High School 87 86 2 0

HAMILTON COUNTY
Syracuse Jr/Sr High School 82 80 1 0

HARVEY COUNTY
Hesston High School 92 94 1 3
Sedgwick High School 78 82 92 0 4 35

HASKELL COUNTY
Satanta High School 88 92 14 0
Sublette Middle/High School 62 100 16 0

JACKSON COUNTY
Holton High School 94 97 0 2
Jackson Heights Middle/High School 99 98 3 3
Royal Valley High School 97 99 0 3
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JEFFERSON COUNTY
Jefferson West High School 91 90 4 3
McLouth High School 91 99 10 4
Oskaloosa Jr/Sr High School 73 82 77 1 1 20
Perry Lecompton High School 73 85 88 6 1 6
Valley Falls High School 80 91 8 3

JEWELL COUNTY
Rock Hills High School 83 60 12 37

JOHNSON COUNTY
Blue Valley High School 92 96 94 7 9 3
DeSoto High School 95 95 92 2 3 0
Spring Hill High School 92 92 1 100

KEARNY COUNTY
Lakin High School 73 53 6 1

KIOWA COUNTY
Kiowa County High School 92 90 4 5

LEAVENWORTH COUNTY
Lansing High School 88 88 0 0
Tonganoxie High School 88 90 3 3

LINCOLN COUNTY
Lincoln Jr/Sr High School 56 70 8 4

LYON COUNTY
Hartford Jr/Sr High School 67 72 14 2
Northern Heights High School 88 98 5 4
Olpe High School 87 80 4 4

MITCHELL COUNTY
Beloit Jr/Sr High School 74 76 2 3

MORTON COUNTY
Elkhart High School 74 82 4 2

NEMAHA COUNTY
Centralia High School 80 90 8 4
Nemaha Central High School 79 73 4 7

NEOSHO COUNTY
Chanute High School 72 85 20 3

NORTON COUNTY
Norton Community High School 71 69 2 8

OSAGE COUNTY
Osage City High School 90 71 0 0
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OTTAWA COUNTY
Bennington High School 75 84 5 1

POTTAWATOMIE COUNTY
Rock Creek Jr/Sr High School 99 96 0 0
St Marys Jr/Sr High School 87 98 6 1
Wamego High School 90 94 5 0

PRATT COUNTY
Pratt High School 86 86 4 2

RILEY COUNTY
Manhattan High School 90 89 2 2
Riley County High School 98 99 3 3

SALINE COUNTY
Ell-Saline Jr/Sr High School 96 99 1 0
Sacred Heart Jr/Sr High School 91 97 2 4
Southeast of Saline High School 95 98 1 1

SEDGWICK COUNTY
Clearwater High School 98 99 0 0
Eisenhower High School 88 90 3 2
Maize High School 89 87 1 5
Maize South High School 89 90 1 2
Valley Center High School 88 88 17 1
Wichita South High School 95 94 0 0

SMITH COUNTY
Smith Center Jr/Sr High School 72 57 2 8
Thunder Ridge High School 68 71 76 2 2 2

THOMAS COUNTY
Brewster High School 62 55 55 6 3 3
Golden Plains High School 76 92 4 10

WABAUNSEE COUNTY
Mission Valley High School 99 97 0 0
Wabaunsee High School 87 88 14 9

WYANDOTTE COUNTY
F.L. Schlagle High School 85 85 3 7
J.C. Harmon High School 86 85 2 5
Sumner Academy 85 90 31 4
Washington High School 78 87 12 8
Wyandotte High School 86 91 11 3

2024-2025 SAFE High Schools
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Booster to Belts
Booster to Belts is a program designed 

to teach young children the importance 

of wearing a seatbelt and using a booster 

seat in a fun and interactive environment. 

Its goal is to increase 

booster and seatbelt use 

among children ages 4-8. 

This year, 4 SAFE CLUBS 

presented in their 

elementary school or community. 

Supported by Kansas 
Sheriffs’ Association

Cheyenne Rawlins Decatur Norton Phillips Smith Jewell
Republic

Washington Marshall Nemaha
DoniphanBrown

Atchison

Je�erson

Shawnee

Riley

Wabaunsee
Douglas Johnson

MiamiFranklin

LinnAnderson

Allen
Bourbon

Crawford

CherokeeLabette

Leaven-
worth

Montgomery

Woodson

Wilson

Co�ey

Osage

Greenwood

Elk

Chautauqua

Morris

Geary

Clay

Chase

Dickinson

Marion

Butler

CowleySumner

Sedgwick

Harvey

McPherson

Cloud

Ottawa

Saline

Reno

Wyandotte

Kingman

HarperBarber

Kiowa

Edwards

Pawnee

Hodgeman

Ford

Rush

ComancheClarkMeadeSeward

Hamilton

Greeley

Sherman

Wallace

Ness

Gray

Finney

Stevens

Stanton Grant Haskell

Morton

Thomas

Logan

Wichita

Kearny

Gove

Scott Lane

Trego

Sheridan Graham Rooks Osborne

Russell

SAFE 2024 - 2025

# Schools in County Participating County 100 Total Schools 48 Total Counties

Barton

Jackson
Pottawatomie

5.21.25

Sta�ord

Neosho

Lyon

Ellis

Mitchell

Pratt

Rice

Ellsworth

1
2

1

2

5

1

3
1

4

2

1

3

1

3

6

6

2

3

1

2

2

2

5
Lincoln

1

1

2

1

2

3

21

2

1

1

2

3

3

1

1

1

1

2

3

1

2

1

2

1

Participating SAFE Schools
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Eva Cortes 
Holton High School

Madileya Crook 
Bennington High School

Reghan Ervin 
West Elk High School

Ava Kohlmeier 
Maize South High School

Emily Leeper 
Douglass High School

Harlie Owings 
Eureka High School

Sutton O’Crowley 
Douglass High School

AJ Rivas 
Syracuse High School

Jacob Warner 
Holton High School

2024-2025 SAFE Student Board

The SAFE Student Board consists of individually selected 

students from the SAFE sponsor. These students then filled 

out applications in order to become members. SAFE Student 

Board members assist in developing programs in their 

schools as well as sharing ideas throughout the state for a 

more congruent effort for SAFE execution across Kansas. 

Their role in organizing and spearheading events at the 

Teen Transportation Safety Conference was tremendous!
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The Kansas Traffic Safety Resource 

Office held its fourth annual SAFE Speaks 

competition this past school year. 
High school seniors created a 5-minute presentation on the traffic 

safety topic of their choosing. Participants selected topics such as 
distracted driving, drowsy driving, seat belt and car seat use, and 
defensive driving. The presentations were judged by a panel of safety 
professionals who also encouraged the participants to also share their 
talks with their local community organizations

This year, scholarships totaling 
$6,000 were awarded for the SAFE 
Speaks competition. The Kansas 
Sheriffs Association provided five 
$1,000 scholarships and the Kansas 
Juvenile Officers Association provided 
an additional $1,000 scholarship. 

The 2024-25 SAFE Speaks winners 
are: Kinslea Glanville, Chase County Jr/
Sr High School, Allison Johnson, Salina 
Central High School; Cailyn Murphy, 
Great Bend High School; Madison 
Newell, Ellsworth Jr/Sr High School; 
Jamen Trojcak, Manhattan High 
School; and Carson Umphres, Great 
Bend High School.

2 
0 
2 
5 

KINSLEA 
GLANVILLE 
Chase County Jr/Sr 

High School

Top 
Scholarship 
Winners

ALLISON 
JOHNSON 

Salina Central  
High School

CAILYN 
MURPHY 

Great Bend  
High School

MADISON 
NEWELL 
Ellsworth Jr/Sr  
High School

JAMEN 
TROJCAK 

Manhattan  
High School

CARSON 
UMPHRES 

Great Bend  
High School.
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In addition to my work with 
SAFE: Seatbelts Are For Everyone, 
I also incorporate my community 
service initiative, Respect Reclaimed: 
Advocating for Healthy Relationships, 
into my advocacy efforts. 

Through this initiative, I focus 
on the impact that unhealthy 
relationships can have on driving 

behavior, particularly how emotional stress or conflict 
can lead to distracted driving and impaired cognition 

behind the wheel. 
By educating the public on the importance of 

maintaining healthy relationships, I highlight how 
emotional well-being plays a key role in driving safety.

M E S S A G E  F R O M  M I S S  K A N S A S 

Greetings Kansas SAFE!

Alexis Smith 
Miss Kansas 2024

By educating the public on the 
importance of maintaining healthy 
relationships, I highlight how 
emotional well-being plays a key role 
in driving safety.

1 1



Through sessions focused on 
communication, leadership, team 
building/recruitment, students were 
provided with an opportunity to 
gain the skills and gather the tools 
necessary to work in their community. 
With these skills and abilities, Kansas 
teens have an opportunity to change 
behavior and save lives. We hope 
students left with a broader awareness 
of local, state and national issues 
surrounding traffic safety issues.

Sessions
	X CAR CARE: 101 & 
WINTER AWARENESS

	X DISTRACTED DRIVING 
TESTIMONIAL 

	XMENTAL HEALTH & 
DRIVING

	X SITUATIONAL 
AWARENESS

	X STANDARDIZED FIELD 
SOBRIETY TESTS 

	X TRAFFIC STOP  
DO’S AND DON’TS

Dec. 10-11, 2024 Wichita, Kansas

181 
Students

33
Sponsors

23
Schools
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C ON TAC T K A NS A S 
T R A F F IC  S A F E T Y 

R E S OU RC E  OF F IC E

 
800-416-2522

 
SAFEKS@ 

DCCCA.ORG

 
@SAFEKS

  
@SAFEKS

 
FACEBOOK.COM/

SEATBELTSAREFOREVERYONE 
KTSRO.ORG/SAFE


