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Kansas SAFE Leads the Nation in
Lifelong Safe Driving Habits

Much research has been done into how youth develop
livelong habits in High School. Studies show that many
behaviors and preferences which are established during high
school years, stay with us for life. That is why SAFE is so
important for developing safe driving habits when youth first
learn to drive. For years, Kansas has been a national leader
when involving high school youth in Behavioral Traffic Safety
programs. Knowing that, many states look to Kansas for

KDOT Behavioral programmatic ideas when working with High School students

Safety Manager . s

who wish to spread the peer-initiated traffic safety message.

SAFE has been that inspiration and organization to spark discussions about wearing
seat belts and obeying related traffic laws to our youth. SAFE reinforces constructive
activities and promotes positive outcomes by providing exciting opportunities,
fostering positive relationships, and giving support that is needed to develop
positive driving behaviors. Peer to peer networking and influencing is a proven
successful way to reach teens with positive safety messages when making critical
driving decisions.

Congratulations to all our SAFE students, staff, sponsors, and law enforcement
partners on another successful year! We know that everyone involved with SAFE
makes a difference, it takes everyone to save a life.

Thank You to Our Partners
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SAFE Empowers Kansas Students
with Traffic Safety Initiatives

Tenille Kimberlin
KTSRO Director

The
Kansas
Traffic
Safety
Resource
Office is
proud to
carry on its
lifesaving
mission of
decreasing
teen
deaths and
injuries
from traffic
crashes
through
the SAFE
program.

SAFE plays a vital role in Kansas
schools and their surrounding
communities through its emphasis
on peer-to-peer education about
responsible driving behaviors.

In the 2023-2024 school year, SAFE
students made their voices heard by
urging their classmates, teachers, and
support staff to buckle up, follow the
rules of the road, and choosing not to
drive while drowsy or distracted.

SAFE students and sponsors
facilitated events for their schools
and communities that included the
interactive game show ThinkFast,
mock crashes, and speakers such as
Miss Kansas and local law enforcement
officials and first responders.

This year, a second Buckle Up
Bracket competition was held.

SAFE teams submitted seatbelt

selfies featuring not only their own
students and sponsors, but also local
journalists, legislators, and coaches.
These photos were voted on via social
media and the challenge progressed

in a tournament style face-off to
determine the winner.

The Kansas Sheriffs Association’s
support of the program led to another
successful SAFE Speaks competition,
with nearly 40 students preparing
traffic safety presentations in the
hopes of winning a $1,000 scholarship.
The Kansas Juvenile Officers
Association also contributed a $1,000

scholarship for the event. A total of 6
scholarships were awarded.

The SAFE student board remains
an integral part of leading the annual
Kansas Teen Transportation Safety
Conference. These volunteers put in
extra hours to engage and encourage
their fellow attendees and help
reenergize them to take a passion for
traffic safety back home.

Over the past year, the Kansas
Traffic Safety Resource Office added
new individuals to the SAFE team,
and their passion for educating and
engaging with teens in unparalleled.

Looking forward to the next school
year, we are excited to continue to
refresh the SAFE webpage to assist
schools and sponsors through the
program from start to finish.

The Kansas Traffic Safety Resource
Office is proud to carry on its
lifesaving mission of decreasing teen
deaths and injuries from traffic crashes
through the SAFE program.

I am so proud of the work our
SAFE staff team is doing!

High Schools
hosted
ThinkFast

17

High Schools
Hosted Miss
Kansas
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Statewide Data

For the SAFE year 2023-2024 we saw an increase in seatbelt use from the Baseline Survey compared to the Final Survey
throughout the state. This is the common trend and a testament to the work that the school SAFE teams are putting in!
Although the average Baseline percentage has been a little lower since the pandemic, we are steadily increasing again each year.

Statewide SAFE Percent Belted
2022-2023 2023-2024
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Kansas Teen Driver
Involved Injuries
Before and After SAFE
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Booster to Belts

Booster to Belts is a program designed to teach young children the importance of
wearing a seatbelt and using a booster seat in a fun and interactive environment.

Its goal is to increase booster and seatbelt use among children ages 4-8.

This year, 15 SAFE CLUBS presented in their elementary school or community.

Supported by Kansas Sheriffs’ Association
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2023-2024 SAFE
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The SAFE Student Board consists of individually selected
students from the SAFE sponsor. These students then filled
out applications in order to become members. SAFE Student
Board members assist in developing programs in their
schools as well as sharing ideas throughout the state for a
more congruent effort for SAFE execution across Kansas.
Their role in organizing and spearheading events at the

Teen Transportation Safety Conference was tremendous!
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The Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office held its third annual

SAFE Speaks competition this past school year.

High school seniors created a 5-minute
presentation on the traffic safety topic of their
choosing.

Participants selected topics such as distracted
driving, drowsy driving, seat belt and car seat
use, and defensive driving. The presentations
were judged by a panel of safety professionals
who also encouraged the participants to also
share their talks with their local community
organizations

This year, scholarships totaling $6,000 were
awarded for the SAFE Speaks competition. The

Kansas Sheriffs Association provided five $1,000
scholarships and the Kansas Juvenile Officers
Association provided an additional $1,000
scholarship.

The 2023-24 SAFE Speaks winners are:
CARLEY BELL, Maize South High School,
ALLIE CLOYD, Manhattan High School;
JOZLYN JONES, Salina South High School;
JARRITT MARTENS, Rock Creek High
School; GRACIE SCHEVE, Olpe High School;
and DOMINIQUE SCHUTTE, Halstead High
School.

JUVENILE
OFFICERS
ASSOCIATION
SCHOLARSHIP

JARRITT
MARTENS

Rock Creek High School
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4 Winners

CARLEY
BELL

Maize South
High School

ALLIE
CLOYD

Manhattan
High School

JOZLYN
JONES

Salina South
High School

GRACIE
SCHEVE

M Olpe High School

DOMINIQUE
SCHUTTE

Halstead High School
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Throughout the year, adult sponsors
are encouraged to nominate leaders
of their SAFE team that they think
exemplifies what it means to be a
positive safe driving role model.
Monthly winners are chosen by
KTSRO. The SAFE Student of the
Month is awarded a $25 gift card and

the overall winner for the school year

receives a $250 scholarship.

Sutton

O’Crowley
Douglass
High School
by Jenni O’Crowley

STUDENT OF THE YEAR

Sutton jumped in with both feet as a
freshman and was a driving force to
bring our group back from the dead. Her
constant promotion and participation

is one of the factors that has doubled
the size of our group this year. We are
pushing 50 members and last year we
had just over 20. Being the youngest
officer, she has worked seamlessly

with the other SAFFICERS (SADD/

SAFE Officers) to come up with a very
robust schedule of activities for our
student body. She also attended the
summer planning meetings for our pilot
program with the state of Kansas, Every
15 Minutes, meeting with heads of every
Emergency department in our county.
She maintains her GPA in the High Honor
Roll, and is involved in 3 other clubs,
and 3 teams. She spends what little free
time she has making our toilet tabloids,
and posters for the halls. She also
mysteriously seems to be conscripted
into the rare event that she didn't already
sign up to work because her mother is
the sponsor!

Sofiya Flor
Maize South
High School

by Mark Bradshaw

In her second year
as a dedicated SAFE
member, Sofiya
Florio brings the
MOST enthusiasm
to our early-
morning seatbelt
counts! She was

a driving force

in planning for

and volunteering
during our school’s
first-ever SAFE
Spirit Week last
spring. As a senior
program leader
this year, Sofiya
shows her devotion
to reaching more
students by creating
fun, informative,
and engaging
themes for each
day of this year's
Spirit Week: she
aims to grab
people’s attention
and educate them
on traffic safety!



Carsen Starr
Douglass
High School
by Jenni O’'Crowley

Carsen is my officer
again this year,

and every day he
comes to my room
to find me to see
what he can do for
SADD/SAFE, he has
helped to create
toilet tabloids,

and is leading our
pedestrian safety
unit.

Kate Quinton
Maize South
High School

by Mark Bradshaw

Kate Quinton is a
stand-out! Since
middle school, she
has actively sought
out volunteering
opportunities. For
two years, she

has led our traffic
counts and SAFE
tables, carried

out Random Acts
of Kindness, and
worked to educate
our school. Kate
delights in creating
eye-catching
window messages
and encouraging
others to work for
safety. As a senior,
Kate is president
of our group and
constantly looks
for new ways we
can communicate
the SAFE message
of making good
decisions.

‘.
Ashlyn Va
Maize South
High School
by Mark Bradshaw

A powerhouse
volunteer in SAFE’s
outreach activities
and school blood
drives, Ashlyn Van
puts in the hours
to staff tables and
get others involved.
Last spring, she

led our efforts to
compete in SAFE's
Buckle-Up Bracket
competition and
represented us
before our school
district’s board

of education,
speaking about

the importance

of student health,
service, and safety
projects. She’s an
awesome SAFE role
model who now
also serves as the
elected president
of our chapter of
the National Honor
Society.
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Vina Truong
Maize South
High School

by Mark Bradshaw

Vina Truong chose
to step up and
become a volunteer
leader for our
school in her
sophomore year.
She served as our
group’s outstanding
president in junior
year, leading SAFE
events with care and
commitment. Now
a senior, she serves
as vice president
of the National
Honor Society and
mentors peers and
younger students,
helping involve
them in traffic-
safety and mental-
health activities.
Vina has proven
herself a dedicated
young leader who
leads through her
truly outstanding
example.

Ava Doyle
Maize
High School
by Ryan Tarletsky

Ava Doyle
collaborated

with our district
health and safety
officials to create
an effective

public safety
announcement
video. The video
exemplified

the importance

of avoiding
distractions while
driving. Our district
unfortunately
experienced
multiple accidents
to begin the school
year, so this video
was a priority of
our productions
class. The video
showed the effects
of distracted
driving, and then
focuses on ways

to avoid distracted
driving as well.

Syracuse Jr/Sr
High School
by Amy Brucker

AJ exemplifies safe
driving practices

and leads the
charge for seatbelt
and distracted
driving education
in our school and
community. As

a freshman he
was passionate
about the SAFE
program, applied,
and was accepted

to this year's State

Student Board.
Over the summer,
he advertised and
offered to provide a
safe trip home from
a 4th of July party, as
a designated driver.
Al is quiet until he
sees someone not
buckled up; then

he drives home the
message. He leads
by example and
continues to enrich
our HS SAFE team
with his ideas and
efforts.
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2023-2024 SAFE High Schools

ANDERSON CHEROKEE
Anderson County Jr/Sr Baxter Springs High School
High School Columbus High School
Riverton High School
ATCHISON
Atchison County Community COWLEY
Jr/Sr High School Arkansas City High School
Atchison High School
CRAWFORD
BARBER Arma Northeast High School
Medicine Lodge Jr/Sr Cherokee Southeast
High School High School
South Barber High School Frontenac High School
Girard High School
BARTO“ Pittsburg High School
Great Bend High School St Mary’s Colgan High School
BOURBON DICKINSON
Uniontown High School Chapman High School
BROWN Hope Schools
Hiawatha High School DONIPHAN
BUTLER Doniphan West Jr/Sr
Andover Central High School  High School
Andover High School Riverside High School
Douglass High School DOUGLAS
Flinthills High' School Eudora High School
Remington High School Lawrence High School
Middle Schools
COWLEY JACKSON
Arkansas City Holton Middle School
Middle School

14

EDWARDS
Kinsley-Offerle Jr/Sr
High School

ELK
West Elk USD 282

ELLIS
Hays High School
Victoria Jr/Sr High School

ELLSWORTH
Ellsworth Jr/Sr High School

FRANKLIN
Ottawa High School
Wellsville High School

GOVE
Wheatland High School

GRAHAM
Hill City Jr/Sr High School

GREENWOOD
Eureka Jr/Sr High School
Hamilton High School
Madison High School

HAMILTON
Syracuse Jr/Sr High School

HARVEY
Hesston High School

HASKELL
Satanta High School
Sublette Middle/High School

JACKSON

Holton High School

Jackson Heights High/Middle
School

Royal Valley High School

JEFFERSON
Jefferson West High School
McLouth High School

Perry Lecompton High School

JOHNSON

Blue Valley High School
DeSoto High School
Spring Hill High School

KIOWA
Kiowa County High School

LOGAN
Oakley High School

LYON

Hartford Jr/Sr High School
Northern Heights High School
Olpe High School

MITCHELL
Beloit Jr/Sr High School

MORTON
Elkhart High School

NEMAHA
Centralia High School

NEOSHO
Chanute High School
Erie High School
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NESS
Ness City High School

NORTON
Norton Community
High School

OSAGE
Osage City High School

OTTAWA
Bennington High School

POTTAWATOMIE
Rock Creek Jr/Sr High School
St Marys Jr/Sr High School
Wamego High School

PRATT
Pratt High School

RICE
Lyons High School

RILEY
Manhattan High School
Riley County High School

SALINE

Ell-Saline Jr/Sr High School
Sacred Heart Jr/Sr

High School

Southeast of Saline

High School

SEDGWICK
Clearwater High School
Maize High School
Maize South High School
Valley Center High School

SEWARD
Liberal High School

SHAWNEE
Rossville Jr/Sr High School
Seaman High School
Shawnee Heights High School
Washburn Rural High School

SMITH
Smith Center Jr/Sr
High School
Thunder Ridge High School

Participating SAFE Schools

STAFFORD
St John-Hudson High School
Stafford High School

THOMAS
Brewster High School

WABAUNSEE
Mission Valley High School

WYANDOTTE
Bonner Springs High School
JC Harmon High School
Sumner Academy
Wyandotte High School

2 1 2
] Republic ] Brown Doniphan
Cheyenne Rawlins Decatur Norton Phillips Smith Jewell Washington Marshall Nemaha 2
3 Atchison ("\
] ] ] Cloud 2 Pottawatomie 4
Mitchell Cla Jackson 3 Wyandotte
Sherman Thomas Sheridan Graham Rooks Osborne 'I Y -I Riley /4
4 Jefferson || eaven-
Ottawa 'I worth
] ] 2 Lincoln 2 Geary Shawnee 2
5 3 Wabaunsee 3
Wallace Logan Gove Trego Ellis Russell 'I o ] Douglas | Johnson
" Dickinson
Saline ]
Ellswerth 2
] ] Morris Osage
Rush -| 3 Franklin Miami
Greeley | Wichita Scott Lane Ness | Barton
Rice McPherson Marion
Pawnee 2 Lyon
] ] Chase Coffey Anderson Linn
Hodgeman Stafford Harvey
Hamilton | Kearny Finney Edwards 3 -I
-I Reno 4 5 Woodson Allen
2 'I Greenwood Bourbon
Gray Ford Rt Sedgwick Butler
Stanton Grant Haskell Kiowa ] Wilson Neosho
Kingman 2 Elk Crawford
1 1 2
Morton]  Stevens Seward Meade Clark Comanche Barber Harper Sumner Cowley Chautauqua | Montgomery Labette Cherokee
72324
# Schools in County Participating County 98 Total Schools 50 Total Counties
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Greetings Kansas SAFE!

Serving as an ambassador of the Kansas safety and the blind and visually impaired, |
SAFE program has been an incredibly rewarding  shared stories that demonstrated how small,
experience, allowing me to visit middle and mindful decisions — like wearing a seat belt —
high schools across Kansas and speak to can prevent tragic accidents that could result
children about the importance of seat belt in blindness or other life-altering conditions.
W safety. Through this platform, | emphasized Speaking to children at a young age was vital
Courtney Wages  how crucial it is to build healthy habits because instilling these habits now could help
Wiss onsos 2023 early on, so young people understand that them avoid the devastating consequences
buckling up can save their lives. In addition of neglecting seat belt safety later in life. |
to the message of seat belt safety, | was able am deeply grateful for the opportunity to
to weave in my platform, which focuses on partner with the Kansas SAFE program and
the blind and visually impaired, highlighting inspire the next generation. My call to action
the importance of creating safer roads and remains clear: protect yourself and others by
accessible transportation for all individuals, always choosing to buckle up and eliminate
including those who face visual challenges. distractions while driving. Let's work together

In drawing the connection between seat belt  to stay alive and safe on our roads.




My call to action remains clear:
protect yourself and others by always
choosing to buckle up and eliminate
distractions while driving.




Kansas 1221 Transportation Nov. 7-8, 2023
Safety Conference Manhattan, Kansas

Through sessions focused on communication, leadership, team building/
recruitment, students were provided with an opportunity to gain the skills and SeSSlons
gather the tools necessary to work in their community. With these skills and

abilities, Kansas teens have an opportunity to change behavior and save lives. ATVS & UTVS

MENTAL HEALTH &

We hope students left with a broader awareness of local, state and national DRIVING

issues surrounding traffic safety issues. FACT OR MYTH
Teens also learned the basics of vehicles, experienced the view from a ATTITUDINAL

commercial motor vehicle, experienced goggle-simulated effects of alcohol SURVEY

and marijuana impairment and heard about the Kansas Highway Patrol as a RURAL ROADS

career opportunity.

Sl

¥

179 40 26

Students Sponsors Schools
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IMPROVING LIVES
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